ELLISFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2005/6
Section 1: Chairman's Report

There follows an overview of the year, sectioned into relevant topics.

Councillors

At the council's AGM on 09 May 2005, Paul Turner was re-elected as Chairman and Steven Gould re-elected as vice-Chairman. Shortly afterwards, at the end of May, Paul Turner resigned as both Councillor and Chairman. Steven Gould, Vice Chairman held the fort until I was elected Chairman in July. Peter Hopwood wad co-opted to join the Parish Council in September 2005. 
There is now a full complement of Councillors;

Caroline Cazenove
Brocas, The Green 

Steven Gould
3 Park View, Green Lane
Tim Guinness
Widmoor Farm, College Lane
Peter Hopwood, 
The Acorns, Axford Road
Alison Swanston
Oak Hill, Green Lane
Rose Taplin, 
3 Hill Farm Cottages, Green Lane

Individual councillors are tasked with keeping a watching brief on specific areas of interest.  These currently are:

Caroline Cazenove
Burial Ground
Steven Gould
Land & Property 

Health & Safety/Swing Safety


Allotments

Tim Guinness
Website

Planning, in respect of

  Communication Masts

Peter Hopwood
Highways


Neighbourhood Watch
Alison Swanston
Memorial Hall
Rose Taplin
Environment

Highways

Hampshire County Council continue to be responsible for maintaining our highways and together with their contractor RCS they have kept drainage channels clear and tackled some very thick mud that accumulated along Furzen Lane over the winter. 

There has been some progress during the past year to address the issue of ‘speeding traffic’ along the Axford Road; solid white lines were painted along the edges of the road with dotted lines marking driveways and junctions. Unfortunately, there has been a delay in the removal of the central white lines, and plans for ‘village gateways’ and a possible 40mph speed limit are still in the pipeline. 

There have also been some drainage problems  causing flooding after heavy rain, along the Axford Road, it appears Hampshire County Council Highways Department have now resolved the issue.

National Cycle Route 23 passes through Ellisfield, and, whilst cyclists are welcome, there was some concern regarding the signs at the Axford Road /Green Lane crossroads that indicated distance to Basingstoke and it was felt that this might encourage motorists to use Ellisfield as a ‘rat run’ to avoid busier routes. After much discussion with HCC, these signs have been replaced with small signs indicating route 23 only. Whilst the route has been in use for some time, it is to be officially opened tomorrow (22 April).

Burial Ground
The Burial Ground regulations and charges were reviewed in September 2005. There is still some concern about the number of available consecrated full-sized plots available within the Burial Ground, although there is plenty of space in the cremated remains section.  
Land Maintenance and Property 
Once again the contract for the upkeep of Lower Common, Burial Ground and Gravel Pits was awarded to the Ellisfield Volunteer Group. Their quotation for 2005/6 was £100 more than in 2004/5 reflecting the purchase of sufficient equipment to enable them to achieve consistently high standards. The numbers of volunteers coming forward from the village has been sufficient, much encouraged by the purchase of a ride-on mower for Lower Common.
The two goalposts on Lower Common were replaced in May 2005, thanks largely to grant from Hampshire Playing Fields Association. The swing on Lower Common was inspected weekly and the ‘baby’ seat and bird repellent wire had to be replaced.  The bridge on the common was covered with wire to make it less slippery during winter months; there are plans to replace the wire with non-slip paint when the weather improves. Both bus shelters are showing signs of age and there are plans to have them refurbished in the new financial year.
During the year, the Parish Council has been approached by Ray Ingram, who has expressed a wish to give a small portion of land, at the bottom of College/Green Lane / behind Roblyn, to the Parish. The Land Registry has been contacted with regard to establishing title etc.
Phone Box

During the year, BT has once again proposed to remove the ‘K6 Jubilee’ Phone Box at Ellisfield Green; and after objections by your Council, these have now been dropped and service is currently in the process of being restored. To secure the preservation of this village amenity and landmark, an application had been made to English Heritage for the Phone Box to be registered as a listed building.
Village Website

Mark Thomas of Bell Lodge, Bell Lane, took over the administration of the parish website from Paul Turner in October. Mark has a background in computer programming and has made some minor changes to the website. Mark continues to rely on all of us to keep him informed of the latest news and details of village events. During the year we have received a number of compliments for our website from other Parishes looking to develop their own village website.

Planning

The council continue to receive a copy of all planning applications registered within the parish boundary. These applications are considered at parish council meetings and any objections made by residents affected by the proposed plans are discussed and, the parish council responds to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council as it is considered appropriate. During the year, B&DBC announced that planning application decision notices sent to Parish Councils will now be accompanied by a précis of the Officers report.
There has been one application during the past year that has caused a great deal of concern; the application concerning Merritt’s Farm for Change of Use from Class B1 offices, research & development and light industrial use to Class B8 wholesale warehouse, distribution centres and repository use. This application attracted 23 written objections and the Bell Lane Action Group (BLAG) was formed who  conducted a road traffic accident survey for Bell Lane and surrounding lanes and collected signatures on a petition objecting to this application. The final outcome of the case is still awaited although we believe it will be refused  
Affordable Housing

Parish Councillors have been working with John Lancaster, Rural Housing Enabler, to pursue the interest shown for more Affordable Housing in the village. The first stage in this process is to identify a suitable site; to this end, John has visited Ellisfield and viewed possibly suitable undeveloped land adjacent to the road. We currently await his report regarding suitability; the next stage is to review his conclusions and if the Council feels they are potentially acceptable, to approach landowners to see if they are willing to sell their land for this purpose.
Allotments

Early in 2003, three residents requested plots in the Upper Allotments (the ones behind the Fox Inn).  As the allotments have not been used for many years, they have become very overgrown. During the past winter, Steven Gould has arranged for the undergrowth to be ‘topped’ and it is intended to plough the area over the coming few weeks, and to organise fencing to keep out rabbit and deer. Meanwhile, Jacqui Matthews has been liaising with SE Water and local contractors to arrange a water supply, this is proving both costly and complicated. B&DBC have been approached for grants to cover costs of fencing and water supply.

Welcome Pack
In December, nine ‘Welcome Packs’ were given to Councillors to distribute to residents who had moved in to Ellisfield during 2005; these were well received and it is now planned to deliver a ‘Welcome Pack’ to everyone shortly after they move in to the village. The packs comprise;

· A copy of Hill & Dale 
· Homepage from website – www.ellisfield.gov.org
· Information about Ellisfield; extracts from village website

· Latest village Parish Council newsletter

· A copy of the Ellisfield Village Design Statement
Thanks to June Pluckrose who organised an extra copy of Hill and Dale to be available and to Judith Richards who suggested and offered to make a ‘welcome cake’, Jacqui, June and Judith recently delivered a complete ‘Ellisfield Welcome Pack’ to Louise and Chris Rivers, who together with baby Oliver, have recently moved in to Fir Tree Cottage.
Police House

You may be aware that in the course of the past year, the Police House at Preston Candover has been sold, and PC Reid and his Family have moved to Herriard. PC Reid regularly attends Parish Council meetings and thankfully reports low crime figures for our village whilst warning against complacency, particularly regarding distraction burglaries. 
Environment

Following last year’s Annual Parish Meeting where the theme was recycling, more than 30 people attended an open day at the Onyx re-cycling plant in Bushy Warren Lane. Most residents seemed to find the visit both interesting & informative. 
Problems with sewage leaking into Kit Lane have been resolved during the year following long and complicated negotiations with the Environment Agency.
South East Plan 

Earlier this year, we responded to the invitation to comment on the South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA) consultation draft of the South East Plan, which looks at towns, cities and the countryside, and sets out how demand for new housing and economic growth will be met in the time up to 2026. The Borough of Basingstoke and Deane partly falls within a Sub-Region known as the 'Western Corridor and Blackwater Valley', the remainder of the Borough falls within what is known as 'Residual Hampshire.' 

Initially, Ellisfield (along with most of the villages south of the M3) had been included within the "Western Corridor", but following considerable pressure from parish, borough and county councillors, including your council, the boundary has been moved and we have now been included in ‘Residual Hampshire’. We also made representations that the infrastructure implications needed more careful consideration than was apparent in the Plan.

The latest stage in the South East Plan consultation has just been published and can be found at http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan/. There is a response form on the website to make your views known, replies are requested before 5pm on 23 June 2006. Government approval of a final South East Plan is expected in early 2008.

2005/6 Accounts

Last year's draft accounts are in Section 2 of this Report.  Please note that these accounts have not yet been presented formally at a parish council meeting, nor have they been checked by our internal auditor.

2005/6 Budget and Precept

The budget for the coming year is in Section 3 of this Report.  Once the budget had been discussed and agreed at the December 2005 meeting, the council then had to decide on the actual precept.

As you'll see, the amount required was estimated to be £4,743 but this was reduced down to £2,760 (£500 up on last year but still the third lowest precept since 1996/7) by using £1,983 of the council's bank balance.

For two years we have enjoyed low precepts because of the absence of a Clerk. Now we have Jacqui in harness the precept will have to increase to “normal” levels but we decided to smooth the process by using some of our funds. It should be added that the “normal” precept when we get there will likely still be rather lower than it might be because of the great contribution by the Ellisfield volunteers to keeping our public spaces tidy at well below contractors rates.
Summary
Thanks go to my predecessor, Paul Turner, for bequeathing Ellisfield’s administrative affairs in very good shape including one of Hampshire’s best Parish Council websites. This was an area where he was a pioneer and showed the way for other parish councils to follow. I would also like to thank my colleagues (Caroline Cazenove, Steven Gould, Rose Taplin, Alison Swanston and Peter Hopwood) who are all excellent parish councillors and great assets to the parish.  We all work well together in our common goal of looking after the interests of the village.
Jacqui Matthews, whose calmness, professionalism and enthusiasm has been invaluable since her appointment as Parish Clerk in August 2004, has also to be especially thanked; as must be Anthony Cecil for giving of his time in completing the Internal Audit of the 2004/5 Accounts.

It has been a privilege being Chairman for the latter part of the past year.

Tim Guinness  
Chairman
Section 2: Draft 2005/6 Accounts

	Year
	2005/6
	2004/5
	2003/4

	PAYMENTS
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Administration
	
	
	

	District Audit
	58.75
	120.00
	120.00

	Insurance
	445.30
	370.75
	337.53

	Clerk (incl. allowances)
	2,520.00
	1,553.58
	522.05

	Admin Assistant
	-
	150.00
	300.00

	Rent
	232.00
	200.00
	232.00

	Equipment
	-
	-
	25.00

	Stationery
	230.44
	134.02
	168.00

	Training & Manuals
	25.00
	114.00
	142.00

	Subscriptions & Journal
	228.00
	214.50
	138.59

	Mileage, Post & Phone
	79.79
	41.55
	76.50

	
	3,819.28
	2,898.40
	2,041.67

	Land Maintenance (Lower Common
	
	
	

	  and Gravel Pits)
	450.00
	450.00
	450.00

	Burial Ground (incl. Land Maintenance)
	400.00
	300.00
	435.00

	Chairman’s Allowance
	72.32
	129.60
	125.04

	Street Furniture / Play Equipment
	611.87
	14.15
	-

	Litter Picking
	709.80
	476.91
	600.00

	Grants
	
	-
	-

	Community Development
	-
	-
	-

	Health & Safety
	-
	
	210.00

	Other Expenses Total
	2,243.99
	1,370.66
	1,820.04

	Payments (excluding VAT):
	6,063.27
	4,269.06
	3,861.71

	VAT paid:
	143.66
	45.95
	60.90

	Payments (including VAT):
	6,206.93
	4,315.01
	3,922.61


RECEIPTS

	Allotment Rents
	52.00
	52.00
	52.00

	General Grant from B&DBC
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	500.00

	Burial Ground Fees
	170.00
	210.00
	450.00

	Treasurer's Account Interest
	-
	-
	19.75

	Litter Picking Grant
	870.48
	848.64
	823.68

	Village Design Statement Grant
	
	-
	43.47

	Village Design Statement Sales
	5.00
	-
	100.00

	Grant from Hampshire Playing Fields Assoc
	225.00
	
	

	Total Receipts before Precept
	2,322.48
	
	

	Precept
	2,260.00
	2,260.00
	5,838.00

	Receipts (excluding VAT refund):
	4,582.48
	4,370.64
	7,826.90 

	VAT refund (see Note 1 below):
	106.85
	
	-

	Receipts (including VAT refund)
	4,689.33
	4,370.64
	7,826.90


BANK BALANCE

	Opening Balance
	5,463.77
	5,408.14
	1,503.85

	  less Payments
	6,206.93
	4,315.01
	3,922.61

	  plus Receipts
	4,689.33
	4,370.64
	7,826.90

	Closing Balance
	3,946.17
	5,463.77
	5,408.14

	
	
	
	

	INVESTMENT ACCOUNT
	
	
	

	Opening Balance
	3,241.73
	3,081.14
	3,081.14

	  plus Interest (see Note 2 below)
	-
	160.59
	-

	Closing Balance
	3,241.73
	3,241.73
	3,081.14


Notes:
1. The VAT refunds (£60.90 for 2003/4 & £45.95 for 2004/5) appear in the 2005/6 Accounts.


2. Investment Account interest shown in 2004/5 includes interest earned in 2003/4, interest not claimed for 2005/6
Section3: 2006/7 BUDGET & PRECEPT CALCULATION
	EXPECTED EXPENSES
	2006/7

Budget
	
	2005/6

Actual
	2005/6

Budget
	

	Salaries     -
Clerk
	2,500
	
	2,400
	2,400
	

	Mileage (including parking)

Post

Phone
	100

30

50
	
	52

28

0
	170

30

50
	

	Insurance
	500
	
	445
	400
	

	Subscriptions:

  HAPTC Affiliation fee

  Local Council Review

  Data Protection Register

  CPRE /Hampshire Playing Fields Assoc

  SLCC
	105

25

35

0

85
	
	91

13

35

20

69
	95

15

35

25

0
	

	Rent
- Memorial Hall


  Use of Clerk's home as office
	200

60
	
	232

60
	200

60
	

	External Audit Fee
	60
	
	59
	140
	

	Quality Council – Registration/Expenses
	200
	
	0
	200
	

	Clerk and Councillor Training & Seminars
	250
	
	25
	250
	

	Office Equipment, Manuals, etc.

  Use of Clerk’s computer / office equipment

  Purchase of computer/office equipment

  Handbooks, manuals, etc.
	0

60

0

60
	
	0

60

0

0
	60

200

100

360
	

	Stationery.
	200
	
	230
	120
	

	Administration Totals:
	4,520
	
	3,819
	4,550
	Saving of: £731

	Refurbishment of  Council Property
	350
	
	147
	150
	

	Chairman’s Allowance Annual Parish Meeting)
	100
	
	72
	140
	

	New Burial Ground seat

Ring fenced money for Lower Common flood pits 

Fencing of Upper Allotments (field end)

Replacement goalposts 
	0

150

200

0
	
	0

0

0

465
	350

450

200

700
	

	Grants (reserved for community needs)
	50
	
	-
	100
	

	Maintenance of Burial Ground, Lower Common & Gravel Pits (not assuming contractors)
	850
	
	850
	2,200
	

	Litter Picking (Salaries & Expenses)
	670
	
	710
	650
	

	Other Expenses Total:
	2,370
	
	2,244
	4,940
	Saving of: £4,716

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE:
	6,890
	
	6,063
	8,840
	Saving of: £2,777

	
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPECTED INCOME
	2006/7

Budget
	
	2005/6

Actual
	2005/6

Budget
	

	Allotment Rents
	52
	
	52
	52
	

	B&DBC General Grant
	1,025
	
	1,000
	1,000
	

	Burial Ground Fees
	150
	
	170
	150
	

	Grant from Hampshire Playing Fields Association
	
	
	225
	
	

	Sale of Village Design Statement
	
	
	5
	
	

	Bank Interest (Savings Account only)
	50
	
	0
	50
	

	Litter Picking Grant
	870
	
	870
	870
	

	Total Expected Income
	2,147
	
	2,322
	2,122
	Increase of £200

	
	
	
	
	

	PRECEPT CALCULATION


	2006/7
	
	2005/6
	2004/5

	Expected Expenditure
	6,890
	
	9,490
	8,362

	less Expected income
	2,147
	
	2,122
	1,602

	Precept Required
	4,743
	
	7,368
	6,760

	Less use of Monies in Hand 
	1,983
	
	5,108
	4,500

	Precept Requested
	2,760 
	
	£  2,260
	£ 2,260
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