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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 07 December 2009

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Caroline Cazenove, Peter Hopwood, David Richards, Rose Taplin (Councillors)

Apologies: Ian Seagrave

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
PC Andy Reid

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. See above  

	
	

	  2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 October 2009. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None.

	
	

	
	OPEN FORUM – PC Andy Reid reported that there had been no crime in Ellisfield since the last parish council meeting; on 20 October, there had been a road traffic accident in Church Lane, no injuries, and a report of suspected poaching in the Lower Common area, on 23 November an alarm had been activated at a house in Green Lane. Also a red bicycle that had been abandoned behind the bus shelter at the bottom of Green Lane had been removed. 

	
	


	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications: 
Since the last meeting there had only been applications for tree works within the conservation area:
Notification of Felling of One Dead/Dying/Dangerous Conifer at Drumbeg, College Lane. A replacement tree to be planted if feasible 

Notification of Intent to remove 2 Norway Spruce at 4 The Green; no objections 

	
	

	  5.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	


	i.
	Highways: Cllr Hopwood reported that he had contacted Chris Patey regarding the progress of Axford Road speed limit; Hampshire Police had indicated that whilst they did not support the application they had no objections. The application will then go before the HCC committee to be approved and then advertised before a Traffic Implementation Order can be issued and works started.
It was reported that the road at the junction between Bell Lane and College Lane was 'collapsing' under the weight of large lorries/trailers carrying Christmas trees.

Clerk reported several emails had been sent to Colin Hooper, HCC Highways ref grips/state of roads in recent heavy rains and College Lane/Bell Lane junction would be reported. 

Action:   Clerk 

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Clerk reported Webmaster, Mark Thomas, had created a webpage specifically for Hill Farm Pond; some photographs had been posted to support the Pond Story – more photographs to be added and legend. 

	iii.
	Land and Property:   Clerk reported a letter had been received from BT offering the parish council the opportunity to ‘adopt’ the K6 phone kiosk at The Green. It was discussed and agreed that the phone box should be adopted and Clerk to process application in January 2010. Further guidance and information also received from BDBC who had been consulted on the disconnection of the phone boxes and need to respond to BT by 23 January 2010.  BDBC would base their response on how the local community values the service aside from the heritage value of the kiosk and have requested that EPC comments on the loss of the phone service are sent by Friday 15 January. BDBC also requested to be informed of decision about adopting the kiosk. Responses to Andrew Barber, BDBC Senior Conservation Officer.
Action:   All


	iv.
	Allotments: Return to Charity Commission to be submitted 
Action:   Cllr Seagrave
BDBC allotment funding not yet received; Clerk reported Simon Buckingham, Portfolio Manager - Service Delivery had said it would be paid into Ellisfield Parish Council bank account on Friday 11 December 2009.

	
	


	  v.
	Lost footpaths: Nothing to report 


	vi.
	Burial Ground: Clerk reported a request had been received from Mrs Celia Lunn to place her parent’s cremated remains in the burial ground. It was discussed and agreed that this would be approved as the family had been resident in the village for many years. Clerk to write and explain charges for deaths occurring outside the village.  
Action:   Clerk
Fence Cllr Richards reported he was still awaiting final piece of wood from Woodways to complete repairs to Burial Ground fence. 
Action:   Cllr Richards 


	vii.
	Environment:   Cllr Richards reported there had been no further news of progress regarding Kit Lane leak.


	viii.
	Hill Farm Pond:  Cllr Hopwood reported there had been a Pond Meeting on Tuesday 01 December at which the details of planned works were discussed, Unfortunately a meeting scheduled for the afternoon of 07 December with John McAvoy from contractors R Collard Ltd did not go ahead as a member of his family was involved in a fatal car accident. Clerk provided all councillors present with a copy of R Collard quote and reported she had received phone call from Keith Frost of BDBC requesting notification of date of commencement and possible completion of pond works by 15 December. All POPPI grants to be spent by mid February. 


Action:  Cllrs Cazenove and Hopwood and Clerk 


	 ix.
	Neighbourhood Watch:   Hannah Houstin-Lacey, Area Coordinator for Neighbourhood Watch submitted a written report. 


	
	

	  x.
	Memorial Hall:   Cllr Cazenove reported that Christmas Fayre raised £1,410.   Cllr Taplin reported that the Memorial Hall Committee would be organising a ‘Hog The Limelight’ fundraising event, Kevin Tomlinson – 7 ages, on Saturday 06 March 2010. Charges for Hall were confirmed as £15 per hour for non-villagers, £13 p/h for villagers and £11 p/h for regular bookings. 


	xi.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   Cllr Taplin & Clerk unable to attend last meeting of the Association on 30 November for 2nd Parish Conference and a reception hosted by the Mayor, apologies sent.
The dates for 2010 Association meetings 
· 25 February 2010

· 3rd June 2010 

· 2nd September 2010 



	xii.
	New Residents – Theresa, Andy & Oliver Webb have moved into Dragon’s Holt. 

	
	

	6.
	Affordable Housing   Chairman reported  current situation: 

	
	Following a meeting with Michael Townsend, Principal Planning Officer on Monday 07 December, Chairman provided councillors present a written summary of discussions and concluded; 
1. Watch for changes in policy
2. Demonstrate that sites 9 & 10 (as identified by John Lancaster) fully considered and less suitable

3. Only apply for 4 houses not 8 at Farrier’s Field
4. De brief Lord Lymington and Greta Iddeson

5. Discuss site adjacent to Memorial Hall and opposite Farrier’s Field with Lord Lymington 



	  7.
	To discuss and agree the 2010/11 Budget and to set the Precept for 2010/11, 
Copies of the draft budget, prepared by Chairman. Treasurer and Clerk were given to all councillors present. It was discussed and agreed and the precept was set at £4,477 representing no increase on last year. 



	  8.
	Precept Demand and Application for Limited Grant signed as required by Chairman, Clerk and 2 Councillors.  To be returned to BDBC by Wednesday 06 January 2010. 
Action:   Clerk

	
	

	9.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated to councillors: The following items were discussed:

BDBC


· Invitation to Mayor’s Christmas Concert St Michael’s Church Saturday 12 December @ 7.30pm £7 adults, £5 Seniors and children

· Access for All Capital Programme for 2010/11 – details of planned expenditure on new footway links and disabled access, includes Hackwood Lane and Millennium Hall to Cliddesden School
· Advice from Andrew Barber re adoption of Phone kiosk
BT


· Invitation to adopt K6 Jubilee Phone Kiosk

R Collard Ltd

· Quotation for Pond works – removal of silt

	
	

	10.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.


	
	Cheques to be signed and payments approved 
	

	07-Dec-09
	Information Commissioner's Office (Data Protection)
	35.00

	07-Dec-09
	J. Matthews (Clerk’s salary and expenses Sept - Dec)
	756.20

	
	

	9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent:

	
	Chairman reported that he would be out of the country, taking a sabbatical from 3 March to 23 May 2010. 

	
	

	  10.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting.   Either 01 / 08 February tbc 

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.00pm 

	
	

	
	Open Forum. No one present.

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















