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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 14 July 2009

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Peter Hopwood, David Richards, (Councillors)

Apologies: Caroline Cazenove, Ian Seagrave, Rose Taplin

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
PC Andy Reid

0 members of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. See above  

	
	

	  2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 01 June 2009. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). 

Chairman expressed concern about the short time scale for completion and return of BDBC Affordable Housing Survey, little time for Ellisfield Parish Council to encourage residents to participate.



	
	OPEN FORUM
PC Andy Reid reported that there had been no crime in the village since the last meeting. A tree had fallen in Church Lane on Friday 19 June and the road had been closed for a short time. 



	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows:  

	
	

	
	Application Number
	Details
	Parish Action
	Outcome

	
	Sylven Lea, Green Lane
	Relief of condition 3 of planning permission BDB/66518 to allow the storing of building materials to rear of workshop
	No Objection
	Granted

	
	

	  5.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	


	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood reported there had been some email correspondence with Chris Patey regarding Axford Road 30mph sped limit. It appears that all surveying work has been completed and that work may be delayed due to a shortage of funds.
Clerk reported there had been an article in the Basingstoke Gazette that suggested Dummer were considering a 20mph speed limit through the village.
Clerk reported that an email had been received from Tony and Carol Murphy of Crickwood, Berrydown Lane asking why the 30 mph speed limit was not going to extend further than the triangle at the bottom of Green Lane as this means their house will be mid way between the 30mph limit in Axford and that proposed for Ellisfield. It was discussed and agreed that the Clerk should write and explain that whilst the parish council would pass on his request to HCC, it seems unlikely under their current criteria that they would extend the limit. Cllr Hopwood happy to go and explain this to Mr & Mrs Murphy. 
Action:  Cllr Hopwood & Clerk 

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Clerk reported St Martin’s pages still need updating Cllr Cazenove to ask Church Warden.
Action:   Cllr Cazenove
Clerk reported photos and report detailing progress of Hill Farm Pond project had been sent to webmaster, Mark Thomas. It was explained that the Lottery grant required us to publicize how the money had been spent. 


	iii.
	Land and Property:   Clerk reported that the EVG barbeque on Lower Common on Saturday 11 July had gone ahead despite pouring rain – nearly 30 people attended. EVG requested permission to perhaps hold another barbeque in August on a sunny day. Granted. 
At the last meeting it had been discussed and agreed that maintenance requirements for noticeboards and seats should be ascertained and a suitable ‘handyman’ found. Clerk reported Mark Woodgate was able to carry out work on seats, noticeboards and bus shelters if required. He would charge £6/hour plus materials. It was further discussed and agreed that Clerk should put notices on noticeboards to see if anyone else was interested in the work. Cllr Richards to check if Burial Ground fence also needs treating with preservative. Cllr Hopwood to speak with Glen Horgan who had mentioned painting the seat at the Gravel Pits. .

Action:  Cllrs Hopwood, Richards & Clerk


	iv.
	Allotments: Clerk reported Annual Return to Charity Commission due, Cllr Seagrave to confirm figures.
Action Cllr Seagrave
Clerk reported the Funding promised by BDBC had still not arrived, a conversation with Simon Buckingham revealed that there had been another delay and whilst the portfolio holder was happy with recommendations, the report was still being finalised (another parish had asked for more money and this had held things up) funding likely to be released early August.

Clerk reported membership pack for National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners (NSALG) had been received in today’s post. Cllr Richards to read and circulate to all members of Ellisfield Allotment Gardeners Association (EAGA). Chairman asked if gates had been erected. Cllr Richards to follow-up with Paul Neville. 
Action:  Cllr Richards & Clerk


	  v.
	Lost footpaths: Nothing to report


	vi.
	Burial Ground: John Arthur Cripps cremated remains were interred in Randall family grave No 45


	vii.
	Environment:   Cllr Richards reported he had been in contact with Zani Robinson regarding the Kit Lane leak; still no progress with contractor.


	viii.
	Hill Farm Pond:  Cllr Hopwood reported he had obtained quotations from 3 companies for both silt removal and silt testing and had also contacted the Environment Agency who had confirmed tests would need to be completed for hydrocarbons and heavy metals. It was discussed and agreed to go accept the quotation from The Environment Agency laboratory who had quoted approx £100 to complete the tests, including the cost of containers and courier service. Once results are received; they should be forwarded to James Liney, local Environment Agency Team Leader, Environment Management, Wey and Loddon, who will advise on method of removal and disposal. 
Clerk reported she had ordered a copy of The Pond Book from The Pond Conservation Trust and will continue to liaise with Amanda Bassett re Job Description and training for Pond Warden. 
Cllr Hopwood reported he had contacted both Shirley Davenport and Colin Hooper (HCC Highways) about the missing length of pipe from the lower silt trap.
It was discussed and agreed that Cllr Hopwood should liaise with Seumas Foster about tackling weed growth around pond. 
Action: Cllr Hopwood & Clerk 



	 ix.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Copy of Hannah’s Manor (Appendix2), July 2009 had been previously distributed by email to all councillors.

	
	

	  x.
	Memorial Hall: – Cllr Taplin sent a written report: More than 80 people had attended this year’s Wine Walk raising approx £350 for The Memorial Hall. Jane Evans and Christine Turner had co-ordinated the event. This year’s hosts were Hilary de Ferranti, Caroline and Bernard Cazenove, Alison and Andy Swanston and Angela and Glen Horgan. The weather was very kind and the walking and talking and drinking and fundraising went on late into the night!


	xi.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   Cllr Richards had attended the last meeting (AGM) 18 June BDBC Offices 7.30pm – minutes circulated to all councillors by email.
The next meeting of the Association to be held on Thursday, 17 September 2009 (7.30pm at Basingstoke Civic Offices). 2nd Parish Conference, including discussions on the Vision for the future of our Basingstoke and Deane, a reception hosted by the Mayor and several useful workshops to be held on 30th November. Dates for 2010 Association meetings; 25 February 2010, 3rd June 2010, 2nd September 2010 



	xii.
	New Residents – Welcome Packs: Clerk reported that Welcome Packs and cakes had been delivered to new people; Chris Smith and Jane French at 2 Widmoor Cottages, College Lane and Tom & Jemma at 4 Hill Farm Cottages, Green Lane. 

	
	

	6.
	Affordable Housing  

	
	Chairman reported that despite the Government encouraging affordable housing to be built and Portsmouth Estates offering land at no charge other than requesting permission to built 2 private houses adjacent to affordable housing, Ellisfield Parish Council are unable to find a housing association prepared to develop the land adjacent to Farrier’s Field. Chairman pledged to pursue the matter and open up dialogue with BDBC.
It was discussed and agreed that other sites from the 17 originally identified with the Rural Housing Enabler would be considered and the landowners approached.
Action: Chairman



	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Freedom of Information Act: Both Chairman and Clerk had reviewed requirements and interpreted the model publication scheme. Clerk to combine and liaise with webmaster and ensure it appears on village website.
Action:   Clerk 
Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated to councillors: The following items were discussed:

BDBC - Provision of Legal Advice and Service to Parish Council

Came & Co - Confirmation of insurance cover from 01 June 09 to 01 June 10. Clerk reported that it may be possible to reduce insurance costs by having a policy in joint policy names with other village organisations. Clerk to obtain copies of insurance schedules from other village organisations and forward to Came & Co for quotation. 
Action:   Clerk

	
	

	8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters. A written report was provided.

The following payments due for approval.

	14-Jul-09
	Paul Neville - reimbursement, cost of allotment fencing materials
	£157.47
	580

	14-Jul-09
	David Richards - reimbursement, cost of allotment fencing materials
	£108.31
	581

	
	

	9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent:

	
	Content of forthcoming newsletter discussed and agreed. Clerk to draft and circulate for approval, then print and councillors to deliver. 
Action All
Chairman drew councillors’ attention to the content of weekly updates from Steven Lugg, CEO of Hampshire Association of Local Councils, recent notable items regarding Section 76 of new Local Government Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 which requires a minimum of 5 elected councillors. Clerk to seek advice. 
Action:   Clerk
Chairman also drew attention to a recent email from Martin Slatford, Chair BDAPTC regarding free community signs; it was discussed and agreed that perhaps pictures of snowdrops of bluebells would enhance new gateways. Clerk to seek explore advice. 
Action:   Clerk


	  10.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting.  07 September, 19 October, 07 December

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.45pm 

	
	

	
	Open Forum. No one present

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















