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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 01 June 2009

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Caroline Cazenove, Ian Seagrave , David Richards (Councillors)

Apologies: Peter Hopwood, Rose Taplin

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
PC Andy Reid

0 members of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. Peter Hopwood, Rose Taplin 

	
	

	  2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 March 2009. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None

	
	

	
	OPEN FORUM – PC Andy Reid reported that there had been little crime recently in Ellisfield; a car had been broken in to whilst owners looked at bluebells in Preston Oakhills and two males from Ash & Sandhurst had been stopped in Green Lane driving a transit van that had been reported as suspicious. Also a man had been reported trying to purchase antiques in Preston Candover on 01 June.
Further to a recent email received from PC Reid, he confirmed that as part of the Constabulary's Safer Neighbourhoods Parish Councils and residents are being asked to contact Hampshire Constabulary with priorities concerning policing within their communities. It may be anything that the Police can deal with that affects their community, i.e. anti-social behaviour, speeding, etc.

Chairman asked about the travellers who had recently been occupying a field in Cliddesden; PC Reid reported they had moved on before legal proceedings had commenced. Clerk reported there had been a rumour that the travellers site at Peak Copse was to be re-opened and that at the recent BDBC Parish Liaison meeting, Corporate Director Karen Brimacombe had reported that BDBC were reviewing their policies regarding the provision of accommodation for travellers and that a whilst a number of sites would be considered there were no immediate plans for Peak Copse to re-open in the short term. Clerk reported a copy of Communities and Local Government – Good Practice Guide to Designing Gypsy and Travellers Sites had been emailed to all councillors.



	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows:

	
	

	
	Application Number
	Details
	Parish Action
	Outcome

	
	BDB/66518 Sylven Lea, Green Lane
	Relief of condition 3 of planning permission to allow the storing of building materials to rear of workshop. 


	No objection 
	

	
	Clerk reported the Planning Officer had some concerns that it may be unsightly to store materials behind the extension for which Steve Brabbin has planning permission to build an extension to the workshop, subject to the condition that it will be used to store materials. Mr Brabbin wants to use the extension as a workshop and store materials behind. It was discussed and agreed that the parish council had no objections to the application for relief of condition 3. Clerk to log this on BDBC website. 
Action:   Clerk 

	
	

	  5.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	i.
	Highways: Clerk reported that Village gateways had been installed by HCC contractors in May.
Cllr Hopwood submitted a written report outlining details of a meeting (26 May 09) with Chris Patey of Mott Gifford, (HCC contractors with responsibility for implementing Village 30 scheme) who explained that Ellisfield was one of 14 additional villages being considered for the introduction of 30 mph road speed restrictions.
As a community of 25 houses along the Axford Road (including the houses on Green Lane and College Lane) Ellisfield had a very real case for implementation of the 30 mph limit.
Additional factors in our favour included:
· No street lighting and no footpaths
· Children living on the Axford Road and walking to and from school bus and to the Gravel Pits play area
· The lack of vision and therefore danger for traffic entering / crossing Axford Road from Green Lane and College Lane and the road to Moundsmere
· Ellisfield Parish Council January 2008 newsletter asking residents about a 30mph limit on the Axford Road – resulted in 5 to 1 in favour
The recent introduction of the Gateways on the east and west entries to Axford Road / Berrydown Lane would be easily modified (cost savings!)
The red sand surface blocks would be over painted and changed to have large 30 mph ring signs, 300 mm diameter and 30 mph repeater signs at 200 metre intervals on alternating sides of the road are mandatory. Steel poles with 30 mph / de-restriction back to back are also mandatory and would be positioned near Cresta Run and Laurel House as well as on the rear of the ‘gateways.’ 
New white lining on the roads where necessary
A speed check of vehicles on the Axford Road would be taken again, as the last census was completed more than three years ago.  This is essential to obtain police support for the project.
It is hoped that the project could be completed by Autumn (2009).


	ii.
	Web Site:   Cllr Seagrave reported he had spoken to the Rector about updating the St Martin’s pages which still say Benefice of Cliddesden, Dummer and Ellisfield with Farleigh Wallop. It was discussed and agreed that Cllr Cazenove would ask Church Warden, Bernard Cazenove to review. 
Action:   Cllr Cazenove 


	iii.
	Land and Property:   Chairman asked that Cllr Seagrave and Clerk review the Title Deeds to all Parish Council property during the summer months.
Action:   Cllr Seagrave & Clerk 
It was discussed and agreed that the parish council should continue to explore ways of establishing a joint policy for insurance with Ellisfield Volunteer Group (EVG).
Clerk reported that EVG would like to request permission to hold a barbeque on Lower Common on Saturday 11 July 2009. Approved.


	iv.
	Allotments:   Cllr Richards reported that the Inaugural Meeting of Ellisfield Allotment Gardeners Association (EAGA) had been held on 25 May 2009, minutes and copies of the draft Constitution had been sent to councillors by email. 

Fences: It had been discussed and agreed at The EAGA meeting that a working party would be formed to complete fencing, installing rabbit fencing etc. It was agreed that the work would be done on Sunday 07 June. Paul Neville had agreed to measure and purchase the materials needed for fencing, liaising with Steven Gould who had erected deer fencing. Other members who had volunteered to join the working party include; Tracey & Adam Gilvear, Jill Woodgate, Pat Gould, Eve Lucas.

Clerk confirmed that Parish Council Public Liability Insurance covers allotment land, but allotment holders are responsible for own activities. If vehicles are used to collect water/pro grow the trailer/bowser would need to be covered under vehicle insurance. Chairman asked that details of Clerk’s telephone conversation with Theresa of Came & Co to this effect were minuted. 
It was discussed and agreed that allotment holders should apply to the Parish Council if they wished to erect a Poly Tunnel, following the procedure for sheds. EAGA Chair, David Richards to monitor. 
Action:   Cllr Richards
Clerk reported that despite countless emails and voicemail messages there had still been no news from Simon Buckingham @ BDBC regarding application for funding from BDBC for completing fencing and water provision projects. £925.52 has been requested. Clerk had spoken to Karen Brimacombe, Corporate Director about this at recent Parish Liaison meeting who had since confirmed in an email that a report was being prepared for the relevant portfolio holder with the purpose of allocating the funding. Simon Buckingham had also confirmed that his report recommended approval of our request and once it received Portfolio Holder approval it would go to all councillors for consultation. SB said the money should be received by the end of June.

It was discussed and agreed that Clerk should complete application to join National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners (NSALG) on behalf of EAGA. 
Action:   Clerk
Chairman confirmed that Ellisfield Parish Council had asked EVG and Julian Evans to think about and make suggestions for the future use of the Lower Allotments. 



	  v.
	Lost footpaths: Nothing to report 


	vi.
	Burial Ground: Cllr Cazenove reported that Mrs Mille Ponting had been buried on Tuesday 26 May. Clerk reported that the ashes of a Mr Huett were to be interred in his brother Paul’s grave, number 22 in the forthcoming week. 


	vii.
	Environment:   Cllr Richards reported that he had heard no more following previous visit to Zani Robinson regarding the foul water leak in Kit Lane leak but would pursue. 
Action: Cllr Richards 
Cllr Cazenove reported several people had reported seeing increased numbers of rats in the village, it was discussed and agreed that Cllr Cazenove would contact Chris Allen to explore the extent of the problem. 
Action: Cllr Cazenove 


	viii.
	Hill Farm Pond:  Cllr Hopwood to contact Environment Agency about silt testing and then review all quotations received for removal/spreading. 
Action Cllr Hopwood 
Clerk had liaised with Amanda Bassett (AB) regarding a Job Description and training for Pond Warden. AB suggested purchasing a copy of The Pond Book from The Pond Conservation Trust and agreed to help the appointed Pond Warden write a Pond Management Plan – what to do when, where and how over the next 5 years; to be approved by Ellisfield Parish Council. 

Action:   Clerk
Tony Mathews had offered to be pond warden and suggested several people might want involvement with mgt plan etc. 

It was discussed and agreed that a Steering group/Working Party should be set up to oversee Pond Management. Cllr Cazenove to invite members; Seumas Foster, Neil Popkin, Caroline Cazenove, Pond Warden and Ian Seagrave were suggested. 
Action: Cllr Cazenove


	 ix.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Cllr Hopwood  / Hannah Houstin-Lacey 

Copy of NHW report to Ellisfield Parish Council distributed by email to all councillors and to be attached to minutes as appendix 2. 

	
	

	  x.
	Memorial Hall: – In Cllr Taplin’s absence, Clerk reported that the AGM had been held on 26 May 2009; all officers were re-elected and a working party set up to explore the costs of refurbishing the kitchen.
Hall rent remains £10 per hour with a 20% discount to village organisations that have regular bookings.
Wine walk details were confirmed and the date for this year’s Christmas Fair set as 28 November. 


	xi.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   Clerk confirmed date of next meeting (AGM) 18 June to be held at BDBC Offices 7.30pm. Cllr Richards to attend


	xii.
	New Residents:   Clerk reported that Welcome Packs and cakes were to be delivered to new residents; Chris Smith and Jane French at 2 Widmoor Cottages and Tom & Jemma at 4 Hill Farm Cottages 
Action:   Clerk


	
	

	6.
	Affordable Housing:    Chairman reported the current situation: He had spoken to Ian Smith (BDBC Housing) who had in turn spoken with Chris Buchan-Hepburn (CBH) of Hyde Housing Association. Both had subsequently sent emails to the Chairman which were forwarded to all councillors. Chairman summarised the current situation: BDBC Planning were not in favour of the 8 house project submitted by Hyde who have subsequently declined to continue to pursue the site adjacent to Farrier’s Field as the hurdles are disproportionate to any realistic prospect of development. Whilst it is the Parish Council’s preference to pursue a scheme of affordable units these are not considered viable by housing association developers given the higher costs and grant levels required to deliver rural exceptions schemes. The fact that Ellisfield does not have a settlement boundary means that new sites can only be developed for Affordable Housing and BDBC will not allow the development of any private housing. CBH has indicated that Hyde would be happy to consider more appropriate alternative sites in the parish but has emphasised that any site must be for 100% affordable housing.
Chairman to contact Mark Lambert and Rebecca Fenn-Tripp, BDBC Principal Planning Officer to explore how the type of development the borough council’s Planning Department suggest would approve.
Action:   Chairman 

	
	

	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated to councillors: The following items were discussed:
BDBC
Parish Play Area – Annual Engineers Inspection – no high risk identified – no action needed

Community Environmental Enhancement Fund (CEEF) replaces POPPI

TCA 2699: Notification of approval to fell 1 conifer at Bell House 

3 year review of Parish Funding Grounds maintenance; Clerk to submit costs for 2008/9 for grass cutting excluding burial grounds
Action:    Clerk
Rural Housing Needs Survey – to be send to a random selection of houses. Poster to Poster to display on noticeboard to encourage anyone who receives form to complete and return

Came & Company Insurance Brokers  

Renewal Notice for Ellisfield Parish Council Insurance – £391.97quoted figure includes 5% discount as we signed up to 3 year agreement last year this is less than last year’s figure £400.58

Equality & Human Rights Commission

Public bodies in England, Wales and Scotland are subject to the ‘public sector duties’ (PSDs) that place on them a series of legal obligations. The duties are the race equality duty, the disability equality duty and the gender equality. The duties mean that public bodies have to take action to deliver better outcomes for people of different racial groups, disabled people and men and women, including transsexual men and women. The duties require public bodies not just to eliminate unlawful discrimination and harassment, but to actively promote equality. 

	
	

	8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2009 was reviewed and confirmed:
· Annual Account figures for 2008/ 9 were reviewed and approved
· Annual Audit: Risk Assessments reviewed and approved. 

· Annual Governance Statement reviewed and approved

Clerk reported that the Annual Return had been completed, Ted Dowson, as an ex Parish Council Chairman, had carried out the internal audit, approved the return and made a number of recommendations:
· Clerks salary and expenses claim should not be on Ellisfield Parish Council headed paper

· A Risk Assessment should be completed for Litter Pickers

· Unique documents, burial books should be kept in a fire-proof safe

· Consider depreciation of assets in accounts for replacement 

· Consider future of burial ground
· Maintenance of parish property; noticeboards, seats etc

· Allotment fences and Lower Common posts to be added to asset register

The above points were discussed and action agreed: 

Future salary claims from Clerk to be on personal headed paper

Risk Assessment to be completed for Litter Pickers and Hill Farm Pond Warden
Burial Ground Books to be stored in Cllr Cazenove’s Safe

Cllr Seagrave to examine depreciation of assets and review Financial Standing Orders 
There are plans to explore reopening St Martin’s Church graveyard 

Maintenance requirements for noticeboards and seats to be ascertained and a suitable ‘handyman’ found.
Clerk to add allotment fences and Lower Common Posts to Asset Register

The matter of separate bank accounts for Ellisfield Parish Council and Allotment was discussed and it was agreed that separate bank accounts are not necessary, separate income and expenditure to be recorded and a record kept of any monies held by Ellisfield Parish Council owing to the allotments. 
The following payments due for approval and cheques to be signed

	
	01-Jun-09
	Hampshire ALC 
	124.00

	
	01-Jun-09
	T. Guinness (Annual Parish Meeting wine)
	42.60

	
	01-Jun-09
	C Cazenove (Annual Parish Meeting food)
	65.35

	
	01-Jun-09
	BNL/Came & Co (EPC Insurance)
	391.97

	
	01-Jun-09
	Ellisfield Memorial Hall rent for Parish Council Mtgs
	40.00

	
	01-Jun-09
	Ellisfield Memorial Hall rent for Annual Parish Mtg
	225.00

	
	01-Jun-09
	J. Matthews (Clerk’s salary and expenses Apr-June)
	1,128.35

	
	01-Jun-09
	D. Richards (allotment expenditure, bowser)
	119.55

	
	01-Jun-09
	S. Foster (mileage bowser collection)
	23.20

	
	01-Jun-09
	Fordham & Allen
	681.38

	
	01-Jun-09
	Hampshire Playing Fields Association (subscription) 
	20.00

	
	

	9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent:

The future of The Fox Inn was discussed following its closure over recent weeks; during the meeting a message was received saying the pub was due to re-open on 03 June 2009.
The content of the next Parish Council Newsletter was discussed, Clerk to draft to include the following; Welcome to new pub landlord, notification of progress re 30mph speed limit on Axford Road, EAGA, circulate copies of Chairman’s report form APM.

	
	

	  10.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting Monday 13 July 2009


	
	

	
	The meeting closed at.  10.15pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. No one present 

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















