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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 16 March 2009

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Peter Hopwood, Rose Taplin Caroline Cazenove, David Richards (Councillors)



	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
1 member of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. Cllr Ian Seagrave 


	
	

	  2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 26 January 2009. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None

	
	

	
	OPEN FORUM – No points were raised

	
	


	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows: NONE

	
	

	  5.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood reported that he had received notification from Simon Found, HCC Principal Engineer, Highways, that the funding was in place for the Axford Road traffic calming scheme and that he had instructed Barry Ford, HCC Principal Engineer (Regeneration and Design) 
Neighbourhood Development, to progress as soon as possible. Mr Ford to seek a suitable contractor and keep the parish council informed of progress. Some aspects of the scheme weather dependent coloured surfacing etc.
Clerk reported that new HCC Highways Engineer – Colin Hooper had come to Ellisfield on Monday 16 February to look at Highways repairs needed…. Some potholes have already been filled. Mr Hooper had indicated he would seek to re-establish underground drainage at the bottom of Fox Hill to reduce the flow of water down Green Lane in heavy rain.

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Clerk reported Horticultural Society pages now more up to date….St Martin’s pages urgently need updating – still say Benefice of Cliddesden, Dummer and Ellisfield with Farleigh Wallop. Churchwardens to be advised. 
Action:   Cllr Cazenove

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:   Clerk reported email and several voicemail message reminders had again been sent to Phil Bennett; BT; seeking to establish the future of K6 Phone Box. No reponse.

	
	

	iv.
	Allotments: 

	
	Clerk reported that all allotments (except one half) have been let. It was discussed and agreed that Ellisfield Allotment Gardeners Association (EAGA) should be established to manage day to day activities at the allotments. Cllr Richards and Clerk had met to discuss format of Inaugural Meeting, to be held in April/May. Clerk to invite all tenants and collate suggestions for items to be discussed. Cllr Richards reported he had contacted National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners (NSALG) who provide support and guidance to allotment members and associations and give advice on setting up association rules/constitution. Clerk to contact via website. Clerk reported that she continues to look for a second hand water bowser from a local source; Cllr Richards mentioned an auction in the Meon Valley. 
Action:   Cllr Richards & Clerk
Allotment rent prices were discussed and It was agreed that the charge should remain £12 for a whole plot and £6 for a half plot. Invoices to be dispatched 01 April 2009. 
Action:   Clerk
Clerk reported that Simon Buckingham of BDBC Property and Facilities Management had reported that a meeting is scheduled for w/c 23 March to approve application for funding from BDBC for completing fencing and water provision projects. £925.52 requested. 

Clerk reported that following a request to the Charity Commission for Original Trust Deeds, an email response had been received together with scans of extracts from Ellisfield Enclosure Award 1851. Any further documentary evidence available too large to scan will follow by post.

	
	

	  v.
	Lost footpaths: Nothing to report

	
	

	vi.
	Burial Ground: Nothing to report 

	
	

	vii.
	Environment:   Cllr Richards reported he had visited the site of the Kit Lane leak and met Mrs Robinson who explained that despite continued efforts, the contractor (KLG) who had done the original work to address the foul water leak had not yet returned to investigate the grey water now leaking from new system. She provided the council with documentary evidence of emails etc and will keep the parish council informed of progress. 

	
	

	Viii
	Hill Farm Pond: Cllr Hopwood reported that tree works were finished and that as per the terms of BDBC Pride of Place Partnership Initiative (POPPI) grant a cheque for one third of the costs would be sent to the parish council. Amanda Bassett of Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust had visited and written a report, overall supporting the work completed and offering advice on future work. She had asked for copies of quotations/estimates for silt removal and indicated she would be happy to meet with Pond working party to discuss these. She had agreed to liaise with the Environment Agency regarding removal/redistribution of silt and advised they will insist that the silt is tested for contamination, this will affect disposal. Cllr Hopwood reported he had approached Veolia to see if their Bushey Warren site might suitable but they had referred him to Seumas Foster. Cllr Hopwood reported he had asked Paul Turner if he would be the Pond Warden and he had agreed. Chairman agreed to write to Paul Turner to confirm. Cllr Hopwood to invite Paul Turner to meeting with Amanda Basset to discuss silt removal etc. 
Clerk reported that an illustrated storyboard including photographs will be prepared for display at the Annual Parish Meeting; Cllr Hopwood had written a report for the village website. 

Action:  Cllr Hopwood & Clerk

	
	

	 ix.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Clerk reported that there had been a spate of recent criminal activity (see below) in the area and that PC Reid was keen for information to be disseminated to residents as quickly as possible. To this end, in future all emails to go direct from Hannah Houstin-Lacey, Neighbourhood Watch Area Co-ordinator, to residents with paper copies/word of mouth to those without email. Hannah Houstin-Lacey to request resident’s email addresses at the Annual Pairsh meeting. 
FOX INN – ELLISFIELD; on Saturday, 21 February – vandals threw a large flint stone through the window of the well area, window nearest to Green Lane, of the Pub at approx. 22.10 hrs
VANDALS DAMAGE CAR; on Saturday/Sunday, 21/22 February between 18.00 hrs and 07.30 hrs vandals smashed a large flint stone through the rear quarter light of a parked secured unattended car on the drive way of Park View Cottages near to Lower Common.  There was no sign of entry or any intent to steal anything or the vehicle
QUAD BIKE THEFT – ELLISFIELD; on Thursday, 19 February Thieves broke in and stole a Quad bike from locked garage! They were not deterred by the fact that a locked car was parked in front of the garage door; they man-handled the car to the side and took the bike.  The incident took place between 7 and <9pm>.
QUAD BIKE CRIME. Activity has been reported involving people on Quad bikes crossing fields and breaking into properties land side rather than from road.  These crimes had taken place in Upton Grey, North and <South Warnborough> and other local villages.  In some incidents there had been burglaries but the main focus seemed to have been garden and agricultural equipment.  

	
	

	  x.
	Memorial Hall: – Cllr Taplin reported that at the last committee meeting held on 24 February the following points were discussed; sourcing cheaper electricity supply, repairs following kitchen leak, AGM, 26 May and Wine Walk 26 June, this year’s hosts to be Hilary de Ferranti, Alison and Andy Swanston, Glen Horgan and Caroline and Bernard Cazenove.

	
	

	xi.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   Cllr Richards reported he had attended the meeting on 19 February and had asked if any other parishes insured volunteers to do land maintenance work; minutes were circulated. Next meeting (AGM) 18 June BDBC Offices 7.30pm. 

	
	

	xii.
	New Residents:   Clerk reported that Welcome Packs and cakes had been delivered to new people who had recently moved into The Bothy, Church Lane (Hugh Dowdall) and Woodfalls, Green Lane (Jayne & Howard). 
It was agreed that Welcome Packs and cakes would be delivered to Richard at 4 Hill Farm Cottages and Jenny and Geoff Smith at Hedgerows, Bell Lane.

	
	

	6.
	Affordable Housing:   Clerk reported telephone conversations with John Lancaster (JL), Rural Housing Enabler and Ian Smith (IS), BDBC Housing Development Officer on 09 March. The current situation being JL reported he was not in a position to speak with Oliver Lymington (OL) about building affordable and open-market housing on the site in Green Lane adjacent to Farrier’s Field, until BDBC planners had given the go ahead in principal to the proposals from Hyde/Seamen Partnerships. ( 2 schemes 6/8 houses) These had been submitted to BDBC Housing Development Officer who had submitted them to the Planning Department. IS had agreed to notify Clerk when the planners response is sent to Hyde. Also JL had said that he didn’t consider it a good use of time to try to progress things in parallel by speaking with OL until the planner’s response had been received. IS had said it did not conform to the current BDBC Development Strategy to mix commercial and affordable housing in rural locations.


	
	Chairman reported he had sent an email response to register his dismay to John Lancaster; Chris Buchan Hepburn (CBH) Seaman Partnership and Ian Smith, copying it to Oliver Lymington in the hope that the Parish Council’s views could get proper attention and some forward momentum could actually be achieved. 
I am dismayed by this. I would find it hard to support the 6 or 8 house scheme in a “close” that Hyde initially proposed. I’m sure  we had agreed with Chris Buchan – Hepburn that he would ask Seaman Partnership to  produce a plan for 4/5 houses along Green Lane set back from the lane with front of house parking as is typical in Ellisfield and potentially much cheaper because of the slope of the land. I also find it extraordinary to propose to build on Portsmouth land without prior involvement of Oliver Lymington (OL) who is now running the estate and has strong views on what he would like to see built on it. 

OL would like to see a mixed development I think and I believe the Parish Council could warm to the idea that out of 4/5 houses 2/3 of these be affordable and two private so we had a mixed (not ghetto) development if the private development could be achieved in a way that by subsidizing it enabled the”affordable” element to be built. 

I also think this line of thinking maximizes the chance that the housing built would be in visual appearance much more in tune with the Hampshire vernacular and attractive rural as opposed to urban and box like. As you know in this connection I think the devil is in the detail. I thought there was quite a lot good about the house layouts that Seaman produced (except for the need for a boot place near the front door) but that the visual appearance was too “Sussex” (hanging tiles) when brick and flint and better window and brick work with a feel for the best village house vernacular would make a huge difference at little cost.

I am fearful that at the root of this is the problem that an intimate small scheme that would work for the Ellisfield community is “too piffling” for a large mainly urban HA like Hyde and is not very appealing to Seaman either as it’s a long way away from Chichester and the fees too small. I also worry despite Chris’ protestations that  Hyde are financially stretched  however it seems to me the ideas I sketched above  would be an attractive solution to them as well as us and Basingstoke. 

If this is all a dead duck we need to know so we can consider alternatives. 

What we need to put together is:

An approach that works for B’stoke planners (meets a need and enhances the built environment)

An approach that Ellisfield PC can support (we think the site is the best of the 20 or so sites we looked at ; we want the development to be visually attractive and “suitable” in a rural environment)

An approach that works for the landowner (Portsmouth Estates in this case) who is supportive but has his own reasonable objectives

A Housing Association that is keen to work with all the interested parties. Chris I am not getting at you but we need to feel loved!

A Housing Enabler on our side. John ditto.

An architect that has good form in developing rural affordable housing. Seaman definitely have that – they have done good work for Hastoe a leading rural affordable housing but we fear we are too far from Chichester where Seaman are based – but I repeat my earlier worry we may be too small beer for them.
It was discussed and agreed that following the Affordable Housing Working party meeting with CBH, it had been understood that CBH would speak with OL and agree a way forward and then approach BDBC planners. 

Cllr Hopwood asked for clarification about funding and whether it was only the site that HASTOE had objected to, in which case could another site be found? 

Chairman agreed to speak with OL to suggest the above.
Action:   Chairman
The Lower allotment site was once again suggested as an alternative.

	
	

	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated to councillors: The following items were discussed:
Audit Commission
Notification of successful conclusion of audit and invoice. Notice of conclusion and sections 1 & 3 to be displayed on PC noticeboard

BDBC
Fundraising made Easy details of a new website and training courses www.open4community.info/basingstoke 
POPPI Interim Grant Payment of £1,228 representing 33% of invoices submitted for payment (Fordham & Allen and BBSH) see finance report 
HALC

Affiliation Fee + NALC Levy
HCC

Hampshire NOW Magazine – Special Edition for Older Residents, 4 copies for councillors 
Jenni-Krauklis Gould
Request to erect shed on allotment – approved 
Clerk reported that she and Cllr Hopwood had been working on a report for the website of the progress of the Hill Farm Pond project. Also an illustrated storyboard to be produced for Annual Parish Meeting. 
Action:   Clerk 

	
	

	8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

Annual Audit:  Clerk reported that changes to the Annual Return which had been returned to the Audit Commission had met with approval. 
A recent meeting with Ellisfield Volunteer Group on 08 March to explore whether the group could be covered by Parish Council insurance and thus save money had identified the need for further investigation before any change to insurance cover could take place; therefore no change this year, EVG to continue to arrange own separate cover.
Clerk reported that new councillors were required to complete Lloyds bank signatory forms.

Action:  Cllrs Seagrave & Richards


	
	The following payments due for approval:


	
	Cheques to be signed
	

	16-Mar-09
	Hampshire ALC
	124.00

	16-Mar-09
	Audit Commission
	138.00

	16-Mar-09
	Fordham & Allen
	2,442.50

	16-Mar-09
	BBSH (Warwick Hawes) No VAT
	1,850.00

	01-Apr-09
	Ellisfield Volunteer Group
	1,000.00


	9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent: None

	
	

	  10.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting.  01 June 2009 
The date for the Annual Parish Meeting was confirmed as Friday 01 May 2009
Clerk to notify County Councillor, Anna NcNair Scott; Borough Councillor, Mark Ruffell; Mark Thomas, webmaster; PC Reid and representatives of all village organisations.
Change of date to be advertised in Hill and Dale, Basingstoke Gazette, village column and newsletter.

Cllr Cazenove agreed to arrange food for APM, Chairman to arrange drinks,

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.32pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. None 

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















