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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 26 January 2009

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Peter Hopwood, David Richards, Rose Taplin (Councillors)

Apologies: Caroline Cazenove, Ian Seagrave 

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
PC Andy Reid

1 member of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. See above  


	  2.
	Following Cllr Swanston’s resignation between meetings; there had been no request for an election, therefore the meeting received nominations of residents who had indicated their interest in being co-opted as a Parish Councillor.  Chairman, Cllr Tim Guinness nominated David Richards; seconded by Councillor Rose Taplin; it was unanimously agreed that David Richards be co-opted with immediate effect.


	  3.
	Members Special Interests  were reviews and revised to reflect change in councillors;- 
Highways - Cllr Hopwood

Lost footpaths – Cllr Hopwood

Web Site - Cllr Seagrave
Land and Property - Cllr Seagrave
Allotments – Cllr Richards
Hill Farm Pond – Cllrs Cazenove and Hopwood

Burial Ground - Cllr Cazenove

Environment – Richards
Neighbourhood Watch - Cllr Hopwood

Memorial Hall - Cllr Taplin
Basingstoke and Deane District Association of Parish & Town Councils - Cllrs Seagrave and Taplin
Welcome Packs for new residents – Cllr Guinness
Clerk to write to Memorial Hall Committee notifying change of member to act as parish council trustee on Memorial Hall Committee. 
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	  4.
	Newly co-opted member duly signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office

	
	

	  5.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 01 December 2008. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	  6..
	Matters Arising from the Minutes. None

	
	

	
	OPEN FORUM –

PC Andy Reid – reported that there had been no crime in Ellisfield so far this year. A summary of all crime in the area included in his Annual Report to Chairmen and Parish Councillors of Rural Beat Two N & NE Hampshire, January – December 2008: Crime statistics for Ellisfield had remained static with 4 crimes reported in 2006, 2007 and 2008. Ellisfield was one of the few parishes in the area to show no increase. The four reported crimes consisted of two non-dwelling burglaries, a burglary to a dwelling where the burglar broke into the conservatory but activated the alarm before they could get into the main house and nothing was stolen, damage to a window following a party, again nothing stolen, this crime was detected. Other calls from the area included reporting poachers, 4x4 vehicles being driven on private land, fallen trees, burglar alarm activations, a car on fire, a stolen car abandoned in Northgate Lane, two damage only traffic accidents and a report of fly-tipping. PC Reid reported he had also attended Basingstoke Magistrate Court where the Borough Council prosecuted a previous fly-tipper (Furzen Lane). 
PC Reid also reported a Landover had recently been stolen from Home Farm, Farleigh Wallop.

Mrs Meg Freeman asked about the procedure for applying for an allotment. Apply to Clerk 

	
	

	7.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows: 

	
	

	
	Application Number
	Details
	Parish Action
	Outcome

	
	BDB/69812

Upper Common Cottage, Green Lane, 


	Erection of a detached outbuilding with first floor storage area ancillary to the main dwelling following demolition of existing barns
	No Objection
	Refused by BDBC – no appeal 

	
	TCA 2644 The Lodge, College Lane
	Felling 5 cherry trees
	No objection
	No objection

	
	TCA 2646 The Orchard, Church Lane
	Felling 1 Silver Birch 
	No objection
	No objection

	
	

	  8.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood reported he had telephoned and sent emails to Alastair Murray to check progress and find out when work likely to begin on Axford Road Traffic Calming project. Mr Murray apparently no longer works in the department although he had previously assured Cllr Hopwood that he had placed the order for the work with AMEY. Cllr Hopwood asked for someone from HCC Highways to respond and report current situation; it may be Barry Ford who is once again responsible for this project.  
Clerk reported that BDBC contractor AMEY had completed work clearing drainage grips in College, Green and Furzen Lanes; some potholes caused by recent heavy rains had been filled and then other appeared. 
Cllr Richards commented that the above works had done some damage to the tarmac at the edge of College Lane, in addition to the considerable damage done by rainwater flowing down hill for so long while grips were blocked, causing potholes and the side of the road to break down. Clerk reported she had already reported this to HCC Highways Engineer, Colin Hooper and would remind him. 
Action:   Clerk 

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Clerk reported that following a meeting with Cllr Seagrave and Mark Thomas, webmaster, on 14 December, it had been agreed to contact all village associations to ensure information on website is always current. 
Action:  Cllr Seagrave and Clerk 


	iii.
	Land and Property:   Clerk reported that she had sent another reminder to Phil Bennett; BT, regarding the adoption of the Phone Box. No contact just voicemail and email response – no further information. Clerk to pursue again. 
Action:   Clerk
Clerk also reported that she had spoken with Steve Brabbin and both had checked the bus shelter at the bottom of Green Lane and couldn’t identify the reported leak, Cllr Hopwood to follow up. 
Action:  Cllr Hopwood
Chairman commented that he felt a review of Title Deeds of all Ellisfield Land and Property would be in order. 
Action:  Cllr Seagrave and Clerk

	
	

	iv.
	Allotments:  Clerk reported she had completed forms applying for funding from BDBC to complete fencing and water provision projects. £925.52 requested. Clerk also reported that once money received, Paul Neville had offered to make gates. Also another villager – Trevor Lucas from 5 Cannon Close had requested an allotment; Approved. 

	
	

	  v.
	Lost footpaths: Nothing to report

	
	

	vi.
	Burial Ground: Clerk reported that Mrs Jane Evans and family had requested permission to do some work on her grandparent’s grave. (Earwaker double grave 26/20). The grave currently has a kerb and grave topping that makes mowing etc difficult – they would like to remove kerb and topping and clean headstone so that inscriptions can be read. – Approved. Clerk to notify Mrs Evans 
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	vii.
	Environment:   Responsibility for keeping a watching brief on the Environment passed to Cllr Richards. Concerns still remain about the foul water leak in Kit Lane, Clerk to walk the area with Cllr Richards and report back to next meeting. 
Action:  Cllr Richards and Clerk

	
	

	viii
	Hill Farm Pond: Cllr Hopwood reported that tree works were almost complete; fallen trees removed from pond and dead/dying trees cut down. Large oak tree nearest Green Lane still needed crown lifting. Cllr Hopwood also reported he had contacted a number of contractors to obtain quotations for removal of silt. It was discussed and agreed that Cllr Hopwood would collate these quotations and also ask Farleigh Estate Manager who had dug the lake on the estate. 

Action:  Cllr Hopwood
It was also discussed and agreed that a report would be collated to communicate progress of works on pond to be displayed on website and at Annual Parish Meeting and a brief summary on forthcoming newsletter. 
Action:  Cllr Hopwood and Clerk

	
	

	 ix.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Area Co-ordinator Hannah Houstin--Lacey had sent a written report.

	
	

	  x.
	Memorial Hall: – Nothing to report

	
	

	xi.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils: 
There was no BDAPTC meeting in December due to BDBC Parish Conference designed to bring parish councils up to date with the challenges and opportunities as a result of the new Local Government Act. The meeting was combined with the Mayors reception with keynote speech from Justin Greggs from the National Association of Local Councils.

Cllrs Cazenove and Hopwood attended; Cllr Hopwood reported to the meeting that he had attended a workshop on ‘Opportunities for External Funding for Parish and Town Councils - How to find and get extra money for your Council’ The workshop had been led by Steven Lugg,  Director of HALC 

Attending Parish Councillors were invited to comment on the projects within their community, that they were considering, had in hand, or had completed. Additionally, they were requested to explain the constraints relating to funding, their success in finding funding, frustrations in searching for funding, their inability to find suitable funding, or sources of funding.

Steven Lugg presented a list of sources of funding and explained the parameters within which each source could assist. As the list was presented on printed broad sheets it was requested that this information be circulated to all parish councils. Steven Lugg promised to send a copy to every Parish Clerk. Clerk reported this had not yet been received; Cllr Hopwood to follow-up. 

Action:  Cllr Hopwood
Second workshop attended – ‘The E Planning Agenda - How it will affect your Council’ led by Giorgio Framalico, BDBC Development Control. It appears that BDBC Planning Department intend to drive all Planning Applications through computer mailing communication with parish councils, even though it became clear that few PC’s would be able to utilise the system. 

There was considerable objection to this project, mainly on the reasonable grounds that many PC’s do not have access to a computer, nor funds to be able to use E-Planning.

Development projects normally involve S106.  PC members present were keen to have some influence of the value of the allocation, and how it is used. 

Also the ability to see the detail on plans at the small scale on computer screen was questioned.

Cllr Hopwood reported he was not re-assured that the Planning Dept. were leaving the meeting to discuss the matter, and to overcome the difficulties thus presented.

Planning did not appear enthusiastic to communicate on the details of S106’s with PC’s

Other workshops: not attended: Quality Parish Councils  What are the costs and benefits - Why does my Council need Quality status

Our Community Vision - Getting Closer to Communities and the Role of Parish Plans. Clerk to source any training available on Parish Plans. 
Action:   Clerk
Community Government Orders - How changes in the Law will affect the way that your Council operates.

Keynote Speaker – Justin Griggs, Head of Development at the National Association of Local Councils. He was taken to task by many present for suggesting that all councillors will have to take qualifying courses in local government.  

	
	

	xii.
	Welcome Packs:   It was reported that new people had recently moved into The Bothy, Church Lane and Woodfalls, Green Lane. Mrs Richards to make cake and Clerk to produce and deliver Welcome Pack. 
Action:  Clerk and Mrs Richards

	
	

	9.
	Affordable Housing:  

	
	Chairman reported that the Affordable Housing Working Party had met on Sunday 11 January. Chris Buchan Hepburn (CBH), Development Manager, Hyde Housing Association, brought plans showing 6 houses – in a close similar in many ways to Farrier’s Field – those present commented. 
CBH to go back to Seamen Partners Architects and ask for plans for 2 x 2 semi – along the road 
Chairman also reported that he and the clerk had met with Oliver Lymington (OL) and Greta Iddeson, Estate Manager, on Monday 12 January. Portsmouth Estates would like to negotiate with the planners that affordable housing on the site adjacent to Farrier’s Field would allow them to build private houses in Ellisfield. OL thinks it is likely that they will only get permission for same site. He had contacted Hyde, CBH had arranged for John Lancaster, Rural Housing Enabler to speak with OL who had agreed to keep Ellisfield Parish Council informed of any developments.
Cllr Hopwood showed the meeting some photographs of houses recently built by Hyde in Ropley.

	
	

	10.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Freedom of Information Act: At the last meeting, Clerk notified councillors of changes required by law that require every public authority to adopt and maintain a publication scheme approved by the Information Commissioner, and to publish information in accordance with the scheme. From January 2009, one approved model scheme to be adopted by all authorities, who must prepare a guide to information for the public, which gives details of what the authority will provide under the scheme. Clerk distributed copies of the model scheme and details of the information about Ellisfield Parish Council, available to the public. It was discussed and agreed that this should be posted on the parish website. Chairman agreed to double check before posting. 

Action:  Chairman
Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated to councillors: The following items were discussed:
BDBC

· Weekly Planning Lists – BDBC has finally agreed to requests from Clerks to send the information electronically instead of wasting mountains of green paper each week. Need to submit a second email address for the list to be sent to in addition to clerk@ellisfield.gov.uk Chairman’s email address, t.guinness@ellisfield.gov.uk to be submitted to BDBC. 
 
Action:  Clerk
· Notification that Shirley Davenport no longer responsible for our area. She has been replaced by Colin Hooper 

· Nomination for the Parish Representative on the BDBC Standards Committee – there are two vacancies.
Communities and Local Government

· Consultation Document (34 pages) entitled Communities in Control: Real People, real; power: Code of recommended practice on local authority publicity. Responses by email or post by 12 March 2009. Chairman to review.  
Action:  Chairman
Community Action Hampshire

· Parish Plan News – includes article about Affordable Housing and mentions a report written by John Lancaster (Rural Housing Enabler) AH - enabling 6 years of delivery in Hampshire see www.action.hants.org.uk to download a copy 

Hampshire Constabulary from PC Reid

· Annual Policing report to the Chairman and Councillors of Rural Beat Two N&NE Hants.   Chairman to review.  
Action:  Chairman
Kingfisher Housing Association 

· Resident’s voice- publication – includes article that they have just sold their 100th shared ownership property in Sherfield on Loddon – bucking a national trend

Clerk distributed draft copies of a newsletter for councillors to review and comment, additional copy required for article on Hill Farm Pond. On receipt of comments, Clerk to produce newsletter for councillors to distribute. 
Action:   All

	
	

	11.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

Annual Audit:  Clerk reported that Chairman and Councillor Seagrave had made the required changes to the Annual Return which had been returned to the Audit Commission. 

A written report was provided to all councillors reflecting current financial position (Appendix 1 )

The following payments due for approval:

	
	26-Jan -09
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – Feb)
	30.00

	
	26-Jan -09
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Feb)
	30.00

	
	26-Jan -09
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – Mar)
	30.00

	
	26-Jan -09
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Mar)
	30.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cheques to be signed:
	

	
	26-Jan -09
	Steven Gould – repayment for materials purchased for allotment fencing
	22.24

	
	26-Jan -09
	J. Matthews (Clerk’s salary and expenses Jan - Mar) 
	744.45

	
	

	12.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent:

	
	Chairman and councillors wished it to be recorded that thanks go to Alison Swanston for all her hard work over the past three and a half years.
Chairman reported that at the recent Ellisfield Volunteer group (EVG) AGM, a resolution had been passed to open negotiations with the parish council with a view to becoming a sub-committee of Ellisfield Parish Council in order to reduce insurance payments. (Currently duplicating public liability insurance.)  Cllr Hopwood to ask Stephen Lugg of HALC what other parish councils are doing. 
Action:  Cllr Hopwood


	  13.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting:  16 March  2009 
Date suggested for Annual Parish Meeting Friday 24 April 2009 TBC


	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.50pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. No members of the public present at this stage.

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















