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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 01 December 2008

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Ian Seagrave, Rose Taplin, (Councillors)

Cllr Hopwood returned towards end of meeting

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. Alison Swanston (unwell), Caroline Cazenove, Peter Hopwood (attending BDBC Parish Conference) and Hannah Houstin-Lacey


	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 October 2008. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None 


	
	OPEN FORUM – no members of the public present


	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows: 

	
	

	
	Application Number
	Details
	Parish Action
	Outcome

	
	
	
	
	

	
	BDB/69812

Upper Common Cottage, Green Lane, 


	Erection of a detached outbuilding with first floor storage area ancillary to the main dwelling following demolition of existing barns


	No Objections
	

	
	

	5.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood sent a written report stating he had asked Alastair Murray for a start date for the Gateways on the Axford Road.

Clerk reported a number of complaints received from residents in the Axford Road area about the water that flows down in heavy rain as a result of drainage grips that need to be cleared. Clerk reported she had contacted Shirley Davenport (HCC Highways) who had put the requests on schedule. 

	
	

	
	Lost footpaths: Cllr Hopwood reported that he had attended a Hampshire Countryside Access Forum that reported on Lost Rights of Way Research on 09 October 2008.
The outcome of the research was that an initial batch of 20 routes would be pursued of which four routes had been selected where it had been considered that there was very good evidence for these to be added to the Definitive Map in due course. The initial four routes are in the following Parishes:- 

West Meon CAP155, Rowland’s Castle CAP9313, Wellow CAP16035 and Denny Lodge CAP5794.

Thus although advised that the information for Ellisfield was very interesting, the Ellisfield lost paths will not be in the first tranche for closer examination.  
Cllr Hopwood also reported that he had attended a Parish Paths Conference in October, the object of which had been to encourage Parish Councils to participate in the use, improvement and maintenance of public paths. About 200 people from 120 parishes (out of 260 Hampshire Parishes) were in attendance.
First there were welcome speeches from HCC Councillors who presented various aspects of the Hampshire Countryside Access Forum activities in support of parish councils.  

To this end, funding via the Small Grants Scheme had been introduced, and Parishes have been encouraged to set up volunteer groups to carry out specific tasks.

There followed talks by three Countryside Service Officers who distributed copies of The Countryside Access Reference Guide (one per parish)

Four workshops were available for detailed discussion.  Cllr Hopwood reported he had elected to join “Off-road vehicles – rights, responsible use and what to do if conflict occurs” 

Leaders – Andrew Smith (HCC) and Patrick Manuel (Countryside Access Forum representing Off-road Vehicles Clubs). Participants included several Hampshire police including Andy Reid.

There are 178 miles of Byways Open to All Traffic (BOAT’s) in Hampshire. The discussion soon turned to the damage caused by off-road vehicles. 
A further batch of four workshops was offered. Cllr Hopwood reported he had elected to join “Finding out what local people want.” Led by – Kate Rowlandson (Parish Liaison Officer, Hampshire Association of Local Councils); the focus was Community awareness – arriving at a democratic consensus. It was agreed that it was always important to; Talk to anybody and everybody who could be interested / affected.  No matter how unlikely –   communicate widely – or you will never know who is for or against. 

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Cllr Seagrave reported that a meeting had been arranged on 14 December with Mark Thomas (webmaster), Cllr Seagrave and Clerk to review website and discuss and agree any requirements for change.

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:   Clerk reported she had sent another reminder to Phil Bennett; BT regarding the potential adoption of the K6 Telephone Kiosk. Concerns remain that whilst the kiosk at The Green is currently unavailable for adoption, contact must be maintained with BT to ensure it doesn’t just disappear. 
Cllr Hopwood reported that the roof of the bus shelter at the bottom of Green Lane had been leaking. Clerk to ask Steve Brabbin to review as it was not long ago that he put on a new roof.

Action:   Clerk

	
	

	iv.
	Allotments: Clerk reported that Jenni and Steven Gould intend to plant some trees in the area designated for a village orchard and to remove a goat willow, which could grow to 30 feet. Also Clerk reported she had tried to contact Simon Buckingham from BDBC to ask about progress regarding release of funding from sale of town allotment to parish allotment projects – no response despite numerous phone calls. An application form from BDBC ref allotment funding had been received and would need to be completed to access any of the above funding. 
Action:   Clerk 

	
	


	v.
	Hill Farm Pond: Cllr Hopwood reported that a formal quotation had been received from Fordham and Allen for removal of fallen trees and trees felled by timber contractor from Hill Farm Pond which included the removal and replacement of fencing and removal/burning of timber.

A written quotation had also received from BBSH (Warwick Hawes) for the tree surgery.
It was discussed and agreed that Fordham and Allen’s quotation should be accepted and that Clerk should confirm that the work should go ahead at their convenience and that Warwick Hawes would be advised to work within the same timescale.
Clerk reported that silt traps had been installed by HCC although some aspects of the work still to be finished.
It was discussed and agreed that Cllr Hopwood would obtain further quotes for sludge removal. 

	
	

	vi.
	Burial Ground: Nothing to report

	
	

	vii.
	Environment:   Clerk reported that following recent unscheduled power cuts as a result of bad weather conditions, on Friday 28 November there had been a scheduled Power Cut to houses in the Lower Common area to enable High Voltage works to take place. She also reported that Peter Mitchell had not yet received a response to his letter to Southern Electric’s CEO and suggested that power cuts/surges are monitored for 1 year to obtain a full picture. Also that power supply routes to various parts of the village established. It was discussed and agreed that Clerk should contact Southern Electric to establish what could be done to solve the problems, what were the financial implications and what , if anything, could Ellisfield Parish Council do. 
Action:   Clerk
Cllr Swanston reported that every time there is a power cut, she telephoned Southern Electric and obtains a Job Reference Number.

	
	

	viii.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Apologies from Hannah Houstin-Lacey, nothing to report.

	
	

	ix.
	Memorial Hall: – Clerk reported that approx £1400 had been raised at the Christmas Fair – the proceeds to be shared between memorial hall and St Martin’s Church funds. 
Ellisfield Ladies had played to a full house last Saturday; their Christmas Spectacular – The Night Before Christmas, again raising funds.

	
	

	x.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   
Clerk reported that there was no BDAPTC meeting in December as they combined forces with BDBC to put on a Parish Conference designed to bring parish councils up to date with the challenges and opportunities as a result of the new Local Government Act. Cllrs Cazenove and Hopwood had attended BDBC Parish Conference instead of Ellisfield Parish Council meeting and would report back at the next meeting. 
Action:   Cllrs Cazenove and Hopwood

	
	

	6.
	Affordable Housing  

	
	Clerk reported that Chris Buchan Hepburn, Development Manager, Hyde was unable to attend meeting but had suggested some alternative dates to bring sketch drawings for councillors to review.  Following a telephone conversation with CBH, it appears that Hyde intend to use the same architect that Hastoe had approached, David Seamen and he had sent CBH some initial drawings on which he had increased the number of units to 8. CBH had been somewhat surprised by this, although commented that they do sit on the site quite nicely on the site. DS had not provided any elevation concepts and CBH had asked for these to be provided, commenting that he thought it important to include this information even if on hand drawn massing diagrams to give a better feel for the appearance of the new homes. CBH to ask DS to adjust proposals to 6 units as discussed.
It was discussed and agreed that Chairman would contact CBH to confirm that Ellisfield Parish Council support the building of 4 houses and to ask him to send plans so Ellisfield Parish Council Councillors could review. Chairman also reported he had spoken to Lord Portsmouth who had now handed over the day to day running of Portsmouth Estates to his son, Oliver and Ellisfield Parish Council would need to liaise with him in future. Lord Portsmouth had also confirmed that he would not be in favour of 8 dwellings, and preferred smaller, more frequent developments. 

	
	

	  7.
	The Budget for 2009/10 was discussed and it was agreed to set a Precept of £4,477 for 2009/10, representing no increase on 2008/09.

	
	

	  8.

	Precept Demand and Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council's Application for Limited Grant forms were duly signed. Clerk to return to BDBC 
Action:   Clerk

	
	

	8a
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

Annual Audit:  Clerk reported the Audit Commission had returned audit form asking for further explanation of increased income last year and for allotment finances to be separated from Ellisfield Parish Council accounts. It was discussed and agreed that Clerk should contact Audit Commission to request additional time to do this. Clerk and Cllr Seagrave to review old allotment files and carry out work requested by AC.
Action:   Clerk


	
	The following payments due for approval:
	
	


	01-Dec-08
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – Nov)
	30.00

	01-Dec-08
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Nov)
	30.00

	01-Dec-08
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – Dec)
	30.00

	01-Dec-08
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Dec)
	30.00

	01-Dec-08
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – Jan)
	30.00

	01-Dec-08
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Jan)
	30.00

	
	
	

	
	Cheques to be signed
	

	
	
	

	01-Dec-08
	Information Commissioner's Office (Data Protection)
	35.00

	01-Dec-08
	J. Matthews (Clerk’s salary and expenses Oct - Dec) 
	770.64


	9.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated and updated copies were distributed at the meeting. The following items were discussed:

	
	BDBC
Award of £4,545 POPPI grant for Hill Farm Pond project

Parish Allotment Improvement – grant application guidelines

Communities and Local Government


Consultation – Communities in Control: Real People, real power; Codes of Conduct for local authority members and employees

Information Commissioners Office
The Freedom Of Information Act requires every public authority to adopt and maintain a publication scheme which has been approved by the Information Commissioner, and to publish information in accordance with the scheme. 

As of January 2009, there will be one approved model scheme which needs to be adopted by all authorities. The scheme lists information under seven broad classes. Each authority then needs to prepare a guide to information for the public, which gives details of what the authority will provide under the scheme. 
Action:   Clerk
It was discussed and agreed that Ellisfield Parish Council would adopt the Model Publication Scheme for Local Councils as required by Freedom of Information Act.  Clerk to email copies of The Model Scheme to all councillors. 
SEERA
Update on SE Plan 


	
	

	 9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent: None 

	
	

	  10.
	To decide confirm the date of the next Meeting.   Either 12th or 26th January 2009

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 10.10pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. 

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















