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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 20 October 2008

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Caroline Cazenove, Alison Swanston, Rose Taplin, Peter Hopwood, Ian Seagrave (Councillors)

Apologies: None

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
PC Andy Reid

2 members of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. None

	
	

	  2.
	To receive details of those residents who have indicated their interest in being co-opted on to the Parish Council.  Existing councillors to then conduct a ballot for the vacancy, such ballot to be conducted according to the advice received from Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council's Electoral Services Department and Hampshire Association of Local Councils. 

All councillors had read letters written by David Richards and Ian Seagrave, who had offered to join the council and had the opportunity to talk with them.

	
	

	  3.
	To announce the result of the vote undertaken within Item 3 above

A ballot was conducted and Ian Seagrave was duly co-opted as councillor 

	
	

	  4.
	Newly co-opted member to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Ian Seagrave newly co-opted councillor signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting.  Clerk to issue and explain other relevant documentation and arrange training.

Action:   Clerk
Clerk reported that having taken advice from both BDBC and HALC and it may be possible to increase the number of councillors from six to seven. The procedure would involve discussions at a Parish Council meeting which should be minuted then the Parish Council should write to BDBC Electoral Service to put the case and request an increase. BDBC Electoral Services would then review the electoral history of the parish and the request would be put to BDBC cabinet with Electoral Services recommendations.  It was discussed and agreed that the clerk should write as detailed above. Reasons for requesting an increase in the number of councillors were collated; Large numbers of time consuming projects, considerable land and property in the village that needs overseeing, the wide geographical spread of the village, the few retired people both in the village and on the council who have time to drive projects etc.  Clerk reported that in addition to this, Stephen Lugg, Director of Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) had advised that the support of our Borough Councillor would be required. Cllr Ruffell was in attendance and confirmed his support and willingness to write in support of application. Stephen Lugg had also suggested that as a temporary measure, the Parish Council could invite local residents to join Working Parties to help with parish projects such as Affordable Housing, Pond Restoration, Allotments and Traffic Calming etc. Again It was discussed and agreed that this would be beneficial. 
Action:   Clerk
Following the co-option the opportunity was taken to review members Special Interests; Cllr Seagrave agreed to take on all Cllr Gould’s areas of responsibility, also the village website. Cllr Cazenove took responsibility for Neighbourhood Watch instead of Cllr Hopwood. 

Highways - Cllr Hopwood

Lost footpaths – Cllr Hopwood

Web Site - Cllr Seagrave
Land and Property - Cllr Seagrave

Allotments – Cllr Seagrave 

Hill Farm Pond – Cllrs Cazenove and Hopwood

Burial Ground - Cllr Cazenove

Environment – Cllrs Taplin and Swanston

Neighbourhood Watch - Cllr Cazenove

Memorial Hall - Cllr Swanston

Basingstoke and Deane District Association of Parish & Town Councils - Cllrs Seagrave and Taplin

As Cllr Gould was the Vice Chairman the meeting elected a new vice-chairman. Cllr Hopwood was nominated by Cllr Guinness seconded by Cllr Cazenove and Cllr Hopwood was unanimously elected Vice Chairman 

	
	

	   5.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 01 September 2008. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	  6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None

	
	

	
	OPEN FORUM –
PC Andy Reid –reported that the only item of interest since the last meeting was that on 06 September, 2 males acting suspiciously were seen leaving The Fox and again seen at The Fur and Feathers the following day . They were stopped and all details checked but there were no problems.
Mark Ruffell confirmed he was happy to support Ellisfield Parish Council application for an additional councillor and that he had written in support of Ellisfield Parish Council application for a POPPI grant for Hill Farm Pond.

Chairman asked Cllr Ruffell if he could advise the meeting of MP Maria Miller’s interest in reconfiguring Junction 6 on the M3 – he could not. 

	
	

	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows: NONE

	
	

	5.
	Affordable Housing  

	
	Chairman reported that he and Cllrs Cazenove and Hopwood met with Chris Buchan-Hepburn (CBH) from Hyde and John Lancaster (JL), Rural Housing Enabler, on Monday 08 September.
It was discussed and agreed that Ellisfield Parish Council would now work with Hyde to progress an affordable housing project at the site in Green Lane next to Farrier’s Field.
Ellisfield Councillors agreed to supply Chris Buchan Hepburn with photographs of the type of housing features that would be acceptable and he agreed to work up some architect’s sketches and liaise with BDBC to obtain pre-planning approval taking into consideration number and type of dwelling, highways access etc. These plans would then be submitted to Ellisfield Parish Council for discussion and approval with the intention of holding an Open Day in January 2009 for all interested parties to view plans and expression of interest forms to be completed etc.
Clerk provided CBH with a copy of Ellisfield Design Statement

Chairman agreed to liaise with Lord Portsmouth’s son Oliver to agree in principal, land requirements etc. 
Clerk reported that recent telecon with CBH he reported he had arranged a meeting with David Seaman (Hastoe architect), to review key points that were considered in rejecting Farrier's Field site
CBH confirmed he intends to bring sketch designs to Ellisfield Parish Council meeting on Monday 01 December 2008. 

	
	

	  6.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood reported that on Monday 08 September, Chairman, Cllr Hopwood and Clerk met with Alastair Murray, Traffic Engineer, Neighbourhood Development, Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council to try once again to make progress with traffic calming through village gateways. Subsequently drawings have been received, reviewed and revised. Cllr Hopwood provided copies of latest plans for councillors to review. It was discussed and agreed that Cllr Hopwood should show the plans to residents of Axford Road and those living at the top of the village in The Green and Northgate Lane for comments. Cllr Hopwood also to confirm with Alastair Murray that plans include white lines and pinch points. 
Action:   Cllr Hopwood
Clerk reported that Alastair Little had advised it will take about 4 to 6 weeks for the work to start on Axford Road Traffic Calming once instructions have been given to the contractor.

Cllr Hopwood confirmed that Axford has not applied to HAT 30 as they are part of Preston Candover and therefore do not appear separately in Graham Carter’s letter. 
Clerk reported that more SLOW DOWN signs have been ordered for Wheelie bins. These to be offered to residents who didn’t receive one in the first tranche.
Action:   Clerk
Clerk reported that John Gould of Gravelins had complained to Shirley Davenport, HCC Assistant Highway Engineer, that the surface water drains in College Lane and Axford Road are blocked. 

	
	

	
	Lost footpaths: Cllr Hopwood to report on Parish Paths conference at next meeting. 

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Nothing to report

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:   Cllr Hopwood reported that Roy Frankham had started to repair the bus shelter at the bottom of Green Lane. He has used ld wood but needs to buy more. Councillors authorised expenditure on materials up to £60. Cllr Hopwood and Mr Frankham to check the bus shelter at The Green to see if it needs any repairs.
Clerk reported that investigations to find a suitable place to plant a Gingko Biloba in memory of Ron Woodruff have come full circle and it had been agreed that this would be an unsuitable tree for the area…..Further discussions with June Scott (Ron’s former partner) have resulted in agreement that it might be a better idea to have a memorial bench adjacent to Hill Farm Pond…. June is involved with a park/pond project in the area where she is currently living and has asked to be invited to join our next working part. 
Phone Box: Clerk reported that she continued to liaise with Phil Bennett of BT regarding the future of Ellisfield Phone Box.

	
	

	iv.
	Allotments: Nothing to report 

	
	

	v.
	Hill Farm Pond: Cllrs Cazenove & Hopwood reported that 17 people joined the working party to clear undergrowth etc around the pond on Saturday 11 October, clearing the way to allow for the heavy work of lifting fallen trees and removing decades of silt. 
Clerk suggested that it is important to keep village posted of how things progress and will produce a storyboard of how the project develops to appear on the website.
Action:   Clerk
Clerk reported she had contacted Shirley Davenport, HCC Highways, to remind her that Dan Beasant had committed to installing the silt traps in September/October.
Cllr Hopwood confirmed he would contact Chris Allen again and ask for a quotation for removing fallen trees. Cllr Taplin also said she would discuss this with Chris Allen.

Action:   Cllrs Hopwood and Taplin
Chairman suggested that the Parish Council should erect notices saying Hill Farm Pond is being managed by Ellisfield Parish Council. This would consolidate the position when making a hostile application to The Land registry for ownership of the pond
Action:   Clerk
Councillors read report (below) provided by Mrs Lacey who had been carry out research to establish ownership of the pond situated opposite Hill Farm Cottage (South East side of Green Lane) – ordnance survey grid reference 636461.

1.
Record Office (RO), Winchester
HHL resumed the search for ownership of the Pond – met with an extremely knowledgeable and helpful assistant at the RO who suggested we recover the ground already completed and suggested many other sources of information – see below.

On recovering the original search; a search of the Enclosure Maps A & B and Awards Document of 1844 showed the pond as linked to the road (Green Lane) and not to Cox Meadow’s (plot 103) as in previous maps, by an old form of linkage signage ( ( ).

2.
Lord Portsmouth
Estate Records – no reference to ownership could be found within these records – searched the period 1840 to present.

3.
Further searches to be completed  
The RO have suggested that we search the Vestry Minutes for Ellisfield Parish & Perches Records as both areas would have dealt with local issues of administration prior to the Highways records.
It was discussed and agreed that Mrs Lacey should return to RO to continue investigations.

	
	

	vi.
	Burial Ground:   Nothing to report

	
	

	vii.
	Environment:   It was discussed and agreed that the leak in Kit Lane was still causing concern. Chairman agreed to speak to Mrs Robinson of Cooper’s Farm.

	
	

	viii.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Cllr Hopwood directed councillors to read Hannah Houstin-Lacey’s report:
Smartwater signs have been sourced free of charge by PC Reid who will arrange for these to be positioned under the existing NW signs at entrances to the village.

	
	

	ix.
	Memorial Hall: – Cllr Swanston reported that the Christmas Fair is to be held in the Memorial Hall on Saturday 22 November 2008 and Ellisfield Ladies will be staging a Christmas cabaret/revue on Saturday 29 November 2008.
Next Memorial Hall Committee meeting to be held on Thursday 23 October 2008.

	
	

	x.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   
Cllr Hopwood reported he had attended the meeting of the Basingstoke District Association of Parish and Town Councils on 18 September which focused on Traffic Issues. Cllr Hopwood also reported on subsequent correspondence with Martin Slatford BDAPTC Chair and Graham Carter (HCC Highways) regarding Ellisfield’s rejected application for a 30mph limit for Axford Road. Concern had been raised by several Ellisfield villagers who had noticed that 30 mph road signs had recently been installed on the Upton Gray to Herriard road at Weston Patrick. Ellisfield’s two applications for a speed restriction on the Axford Road under the HAT 30 scheme had been rejected on the grounds that Ellisfield did not meet the criteria of 20 properties within 600 metres whilst Weston Patrick, which only had 9 properties on this road, had been selected with and given higher priority than the Axford Road, which does have 11 properties.
Response from HCC was that the scheme at Weston Patrick is an extension of the scheme at Upton Gray and linked with a length of 40mph. Cllr Hopwood confirmed to Graham Carter that a 40mph limit would be acceptable for Axford Road (assuming 30 mph is more difficult to obtain.)

	
	

	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters. A written report was provided.
The following payments due for approval.

	01/10/2008
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – Sept)
	30.00
	SO

	01/10/2008
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Sept)
	30.00
	SO

	01/11/2008
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – Oct)
	30.00
	SO

	01/11/2008
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Oct)
	30.00
	SO

	
	

	8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated and updated copies were distributed at the meeting. The following items were discussed:

	
	BDBC

· Invitation to Chairman or representative + 2 others to Parish Council Conference @ Civic Offices Monday 01 December @ 5.15 followed by reception and buffet supper @ 7.30pm

Conference to include focus groups:

1. Quality Parish Councils

2. Opportunities for external funding for Parish Councils

3. Parish Plans – getting closer to communities

4. Community Governance Orders

5. The E planning agenda (Giorgio Framalico) 

This conference clashes with next EPC meeting. Cllr Hopwood and Clerk to attend and return to EPC meeting asap.

· Invitation to Mayor’s Remembrance Day Service and parade 09 November @10.50
RSVP 

· Waste and Recycling Green Cone Digesters £15 – brochure to be put on notice board
· Parish Grants and Precepts…request form for precept - Grant increased to £1,100


Farming & Wildlife Action Group (FWAG)
· Request for £50 contribution – not in budget
HCC

· Proposed electronic consultation notification would we prefer paper or email? Email
· 20 extra gangs of HCC ‘Pothole Busters’ will be blitzing holes in roads across Hampshire in a £1m drive to improve the highways

· Invitation to Annual Meeting of Parish Transport Representatives… Saturday 15 Nov  RSVP 



	
	

	 9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent:

SE Plan comments on Govt Changes to EiP deadline 24 October 2008.
The three key issues for comment seem to be:

Chapter 21 (3)  govt recommendations below to possible erosion of green belt

To the extent that development cannot be satisfactorily accommodated in the existing built up areas, sustainable urban extensions will be promoted at selected settlements. Sustainable greenfield allocations should be mainly focused on the periphery of those hubs where other constraints do not prevent this – Basingstoke, Reading, Bracknell and Newbury – but smaller allocations may be brought forward at other settlements, subject to their meeting the same sustainability considerations. These urban extensions should minimise incursions into Green Belt or areas protected (or proposed for protection in LDDs) by Green Belt as AoNBs or by other policies of regional or national and international importance. 
Chapter 21 (7)….a further significant increase in number of houses to be built in Basingstoke and Deane. EiP recommended 15,900 and govt suggest 18,300 for the period of 2006 – 2026.

Chapter 21 (16)….previous recommendations to install adequate infrastructure in advance to support housing development …govt changes state that there is a need to ensure that the pace of the development and the provision of and management of infrastructure are suitably aligned….. it does  include mention of growth at Basingstoke being subject to a satisfactory resolution of a local water quality issue….

Clerk confirmed details of the weblink for comments and gave paper comment forms to councillors.


	
	

	  10.
	To decide confirm the date of the next Meeting.   01 December 2008 when the budget will be on the agenda.

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.12pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. 

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















