821

	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 01 September 2008

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Caroline Cazenove, Alison Swanston, Peter Hopwood, (Councillors)

Apologies: Cllrs Steven Gould and Rose Taplin

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
PC Andy Reid

4 members of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. Cllrs Steven Gould and Rose Taplin 

	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 30 June 2008. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None


	
	OPEN FORUM –
Peter Mitchell (Fox Hill House, Green Lane) voiced his concerns about the level of noise emanating from The Fox Inn on the afternoon of August Bank Holiday. Chairman advised that both he and Clerk had been to see Lynn and Dave Reid (licensee) regarding this. Their response had been that they were most concerned that any disturbance had been created and had explained they had contacted all close neighbours who had not been concerned. It was agreed that the topography of the village affects how sound carries. The Reids had confirmed that it was not their intention to hold more than 3 or 4 events outside each year and that they would be more aware in future of how sound travels and asked that any future complaints should be directed to them at the time so they would be able to take appropriate action. It was discussed and agreed that increased awareness would hopefully address the issue.
PC Andy Reid reported that crime levels remained low, similar to the same period in 2007. Since the last meeting PC Reid attended, there had been a number of vehicle related incidents and 2 burglaries, property stolen from a garage and a house broken into, alarm set off but nothing stolen.

	
	

	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows: NONE

	
	

	5.
	Affordable Housing  

	
	Clerk confirmed a meeting was scheduled with Chris Buchan-Hepburn from Hyde and John Lancaster, Rural Housing Enabler, on Monday 08 September at 9.00am – meet at Mayfield and then visit proposed site next to Farrier's Field. 
Chairman updated the meeting: Hastoe are now out of the picture as their Architect said the land next to Farrier's Field was too expensive to develop. Chairman had spoken to David Askew who had confirmed Hastoe would be happy to work with Ellisfield Parish Council on a flatter site.
Chairman asked Clerk to confirm whether Hyde had completed the Ellisfield Rural Housing Pre-Qualification Questionnaire.
Action:   Clerk

Cllr Hopwood asked what would happen if Hyde also rejected the Farrier's Field site – It was discussed and agreed that an alternative site would need to be found. 

	
	

	  6.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood commented that the drawings from Alastair Murray, part of Simon Found’s team at HCC Highways, showed little detail. There was no mention of any intention to mark the road with rumble strips, colour strips, white lining with pinch area etc.

Clerk reported she had contacted Alastair Murray to ask about this and he had confirmed white lining at the gateway to reduce the visible road width, would be part of the scheme. Coloured tarmac is not to be included and rumble strips will be considered but will depend on regulations. Replacing existing white lines at edge of carriageway should come from the maintenance budget.
Cllr Hopwood reported that residents of Axford Road who had been consulted would like to see something more specific than ‘Please Drive Slowly’ and had asked if a distance be included e.g. 400 metres, also it was felt that symbols showing children and old people would have more impact than a symbol showing a road junction. It was also suggested that large SLOW signs painted on the road near the gateways might help. It was agreed that Alastair Murray would be asked to visit Axford Road, preferably on Monday 08 September at 8.00am, immediately prior to the Affordable Housing meeting and at a good time to experience speeding traffic. 
Action:   Clerk 
Concerns were raised that the proposed scheme may not have any impact, but it was discussed and agreed that the HCC Highways Department suggestions should be followed and if they had no effect then further measures would be required. PC Andy Reid confirmed that anything that helps to slow traffic was worth trying. 
‘Twenty is Plenty’ signs that had recently appeared near schools in Hampshire were discussed and it was agreed that these might be useful. 
Action:   Clerk
Clerk confirmed all slow down wheelie bin stickers had been distributed to houses along Green Lane. It was discussed and agreed that these might prove effective and if possible more sticker to be obtained. Clerk to source. 
Action:   Clerk

	
	

	
	Lost footpaths:   Cllr Hopwood reported he had completed his research and submitted it to HCC who had said it was ‘very good’ but there has been no further action.

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Nothing to report

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:   Cllr Gould 
Clerk confirmed new nets for Lower Common goal posts still need to be attached.
The request received from June Scott – former partner of Ron Woodruff late of Widmoor Cottages, to plant a Gingko Biloba tree somewhere in the village in his memory, was further discussed. Since the last meeting, Clerk had sought advice from local ‘Tree experts, Julian Evans, Dee Haas and Nicky Palmer. It seems the most appropriate place to plant the tree would be at the back edge of the Memorial Hall garden. Memorial Hall Committee to be consulted. 
Action:   Cllr Swanston

Bus Shelters:    Cllr Hopwood reported that the bus shelter at the bottom of Green Lane, near The Gravel Pits was showing signs of rot, with holes in the internal panelling, the outside also needs re-creosoting. Roy Frankham (Pemberton Bays) had looked at the problem and would be willing to do the work if the materials were provided. It was discussed and agreed that this was a good solution to the problem and Cllr Hopwood to ask Mr Frankham to go ahead and the Parish Council would reimburse material costs. 
 Action:   Cllr Hopwood
Cllr Hopwood also reported that the Bus Shelter at the top of Green Lane, near the Phone Box needed some attention.
Phone Box:   Clerk reported that Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) had circulated information advising that BT is currently undertaking a national programme to agree the level of public payphone provision still required to meet the current level of demand for the service and has instigated consultations regarding proposed payphone removals across the country.

This consultation exercise is now well underway and indeed has been completed in a number of areas. As a result of this, BT received a number of approaches from members of the public, parish councils and local communities enquiring about the possibility of retaining red kiosks, without the payphone itself, for historical and aesthetic reasons. 

Understanding the significant role the red telephone kiosk plays in our national heritage BT has been reviewing the legal and regulatory issues surrounding such requests. BT has recently announced that communities will be offered the opportunity to retain their kiosks thereby ensuring that these icons can, where requested, continue to form a focal part of a community. 

Two schemes will be available; One to Adopt a Kiosk which allows communities, where usage of the public payphone service is limited, the opportunity to take ownership of the red telephone box free of charge, ensuring the kiosk, minus the payphone equipment, is retained in situ for generations to come.

The second scheme involves sponsoring a kiosk for a charge of approx. £500 per year; communities can retain a working phone box.
Clerk reported that the Ellisfield Phone box was not on the list of those being currently considered by BT for removal and that Phil Bennett; BT Commercial Field Officer Home Counties had been consulted and would advise if our phone box was in danger.

	
	

	iv.
	Allotments: 

	
	Clerk reported a grant of £1,000 had been received from Anna McNair Scott.

Cllr Gould to source water bowser; any money left over after purchase of Bowser must be spent on allotment project
New Tenancy Agreement had been issued to tenants of Upper Allotments; Paul Neville, Richards and Goulds – all have been signed and returned.
Clerk reported that Cllr Gould had cleared land and will need further money to purchase wood for gates, hinges, locks etc and more rabbit wire. It was agreed that these could be purchased with any money left over from purchase of bowser.
It had been suggested that it was unlikely that the whole of the Upper Allotment area would be required for allotment gardens and that half the area might make a good ‘Community Orchard.’ Clerk reported that Jenni Gould had agreed to oversee this and It was discussed and agreed at the meeting that Jenni should be asked to prepare a ‘plan of action’ for the next meeting.

	
	

	v.
	Hill Farm Pond: Clerk reported that the response from the Land Registry was that Hill Farm pond is not registered and that Colin Hamblin (CH) of The Land Registry had explained the next step is to make an application for adverse possession of unregistered land, although these applications are apparently rarely successful as it is very difficult to acquire sufficient evidence to prove/disprove title. CH to send a copy of Land Registry Practice Guide that explains process.  
Action:  Chairman 
Cllr Hopwood reported that much work had been done towards this project and that very little more could be done without funding and that all grant applications asked for details of ownership. Cllr Hopwood listed activity to date 
1. Amanda Bassett of Hampshire Wildlife trust has arranged for a survey of both the large and small ponds and identified that there is very little insect/plant life 
2. Site visit by 3 contractors who have submitted quotations for tree works.  Cedardale quoted £6,143 to remove the pig wire fence and lift fallen trees from the pond into adjoining meadow and carry out tree surgery. Villagers to be responsible for logging the trees and transport away.
3. After site visit HCC have placed an order to replace road run-off grips with 2 silt traps and ground pipes to edge of pond.
4. Clearwater visited site to assess silt removal. Quoted £98.50 per tonne.  Estimated could clear and dispose of about half pond silt for £7,500. (HWT recommend that only half of silt is initially removed) Volunteers would have to remove debris - dead wood, supermarket trolleys etc. Clearwater also quoted £375 per week for pump to lower pond water level.
5. Cllr Hopwood and Clerk visited Bentley pond for discussions with pond warden. An attractive pond with an island and a wild life scrub area. The council mow the surrounding common.  A stream passes through the pond, hence good water clarity and abundance of fish. Very little manpower required to maintain beyond the wardens regular attendance. Occasional small team of volunteers to clear leaf litter with a drag net. Also looked at recently renovated pond at Long Sutton.  Plenty of reeds/flags planted edge of pond - attractive.
6. A grant application had been submitted to Lottery Awards for All.
7. Cllr Hopwood had spoken with Chris Allen who had indicated that he would possibly be able to find time in the autumn to remove/replace fencing and drag fallen trees into the field. He would have to charge in view of the manpower, time and machinery required. (he would need time to estimate - might be £2,000)
8. Chris Allen suggested we make contact with Warwick Hawes re. tree surgery; he had done work on the Portsmouth Estate 
9. Site visit with Warwick – quotation for tree surgery and logging his timber £1,850.
10. Request submitted to B&DBC for permission to carry out tree surgery - Answer to be provided 1st Oct. 2008.
11. An encouraging response had been received following Cllr Hopwood’s letter to Veolia.  Application form for Veolia Environmental Trust has downloaded which must be completed and submitted by 20 Oct in time for Veolia Directors to consider at meeting in January 2009.
12. BDBC POPPI application forms being completed; They will support one major project for up to £20,000 and have £30,000 available for projects up to £2,000
13. Pond ownership may be an issue for grant applications; Land Registry does not have a record of ownership. Next step to make an application for adverse possession of unregistered land.
14. The land between the large and small pond is owned by Portsmouth Estates, permission in writing to be obtained before any work starts.
Action:   Clerk
15. PH approached Paul Tuner, who had previously attended Pond Warden training course, to seek his assistance and interest. PH walked the perimeter of the pond with PT who suggested what tree surgery should be considered. PH asked Paul Turner to help as Ellisfield Pond Warden.
16. PH has partially cleared some scrub on the South side of pond and would like to organise a working party, potentially the weekend of 11 /12 October. PH estimates that two small teams could clear all the surrounding scrub in a weekend. Need to take the debris to area suitable for burning. Possible;
a) A corner of Bernard's meadow - sheep would have to be fenced off or moved out.
b)
Paul Turner suggested that his paddock could be considered - a large trailer would be needed to transport.
17. A note to be sent to people who responded to questionnaire and offered to help with scrub clearance etc. suggesting 11/12 October. 
Action:   Cllr Hopwood
18. The question was raised regarding how much Ellisfield Parish Council would be able to contribute if 100% grant not possible. It was discussed and agreed that Ellisfield Parish Council has Approx £5,000 in a savings account to be used for special projects and emergencies and that up to 10% of this could be available for the pond project as funds may be needed for legal expenses.

	
	

	vi.
	Burial Ground: 
Clerk reported that a memorial for Mrs Hounsome had been erected in August – councillors consulted via email during summer holidays – no objections. 

	
	

	vii.
	Environment:   
Clerk reported that apparently there was still a problem with foul water leaking into Kit Lane and that she had received no response to her enquiries on 18 August from Darren Williams of Hedgerows. Chairman to ask Mrs Zani Robinson of Cooper’s Farm.
Action:   Chairman 

	
	

	viii.
	Neighbourhood Watch:   Hannah Houstin-Lacey provided councillors with a report supporting PC Reid’s report. She expressed surprise that in the light of recent burglaries, there had not been more interest in Smart Water.

	
	

	ix.
	Memorial Hall: – Cllr Swanston reported that the Hog Roast had been a success with approx. 80 people attending achieving a profit of approx £400.
It was confirmed that once again Caroline Cazenove would be organising the Christmas Fair which would be held on Saturday 22 November.

	
	

	x.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   
Last meeting 19 June no Ellisfield councillors attended – Cllr Gould had been unable to go – Clerk was not informed soon enough to send apologies. 
Next meeting scheduled for Thursday 18 September and in response to concern raised by most Councils who reported that speed limits were a major concern of their electors,  will focus on traffic speeding issues and what is involved in the creation, implementation and enforcement of speed limits. 
Cllr Hopwood to attend 

	
	

	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

Clerk reported that the Annual Audit: had been completed on time and documentation had been sent to the Audit Commission.
The Clerk provided a written report (see Appendix 1).  Report noted and approved.

The following payments due for approval:



	18/07/2008
	Steven Gould (allotment fencing)
	89.34
	89.34
	558

	01/09/2008
	Pest Contract Services
	94.00
	94.00
	559

	01/09/2008
	J. Matthews (Clerk’s salary and expenses July - Sept)
	708.24
	708.24
	560

	01/08/2008
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – July)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	01/08/2008
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – July)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	01/09/2008
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – Aug)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	01/09/2008
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Aug)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	01/10/2008
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – Sept)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	01/10/2008
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Sept)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO


	8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated and updated copies were distributed at the meeting. The following items were discussed:

	
	SEERA
Secretary of State’s Proposed Changes to South East Plan, included recommendations for additional houses to be built in Basingstoke area. Comments requested by 24 October from individuals and organisations. Chairman to draft Ellisfield Parish Council comments and circulate to councillors for comment and amendment. Ellisfield Parish Council comments to be circulated to villagers in newsletter. 
Action:   Chairman and Clerk
Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service
Does EPC wish to continue to be consulted on safety related matters? Yes


	
	

	 9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent:

	
	It was discussed and agreed that a newsletter should be prepared and circulated to include the following items:
· Response to S E Plan

· Details of Christmas Fair

· Notification of Pond Project Day

· New people living in village

· Request to villagers to monitor and record power surges and cuts

· Details of planning applications 


	  10.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meetings 
Monday 20 October and Monday 01 December 2008

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 10.20pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. 
Peter Mitchell reported that he had experienced an unsatisfactory number of power surges and cuts and had been monitoring these; 14 in total since April 2007 and 5 since 03 June 2008. He commented that it seemed that some houses were affected more than others and that recently houses in the Hill Farm area were without electricity for 4 days. PM suggested and it was agreed that it would be a good idea to ask villagers to keep a record building evidence for a case for replacing lines. It would appear that it may be cheaper to repair faults than to install new lines. PM reported he had written to several organisations to try and establish who is responsible, starting with South Electric and has come full circle back to SE and has now written to their MD. 
Peter Mitchell also mentioned at this stage that in the past, when he was a parish councillor (15/18 years ago) he thought that BDBC had paid for Hill Farm Pond to be repuddled. Clerk to check records 

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















