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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 30 June 2008

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Steven Gould, Peter Hopwood, (Councillors)

Apologies: Cllrs Caroline Cazenove, Alison Swanston, Rose Taplin

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)

1 member of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. None


	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 May 2008. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None


	
	OPEN FORUM – 7.40pm
Ted Dowson of Woodpeckers, Axford Road, expressed an interest in item 5 .v on the agenda – Lost footpaths. Chairman asked if Mr Dowson had an interest in a particular path. It was discussed and agreed that there was a memory of paths linking Cooper’s farm and Kit Lane and Kit Lane and College Lane, also a path linking Green Lane with Bedlam Bottom, passing the encampment. There was a view that extinguished paths could not be revived without negotiations with landowners. 
7.45pm: the Council retuned to Closed Session.

	
	

	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows: NONE

	
	

	5.
	Affordable Housing  

	
	Chairman reported that following Hastoe’s decision that the proposed site adjacent to Farrier’s Field would be too expensive to develop, he had again spoken to David Askew, Hastoe Regional Development Manager, who had said that they would be happy to work with Ellisfield Parish Council if another, more suitable site could be found. Chairman confirmed he had said that Councillors considered Farrier’s Field to be the best site and that other avenues would be pursued. 
Chairman also reported he had spoken with Chris Buchan-Hepburn, Group Sustainability Advisor for Hyde Housing with a view to arranging another meeting with him and John Lancaster, Rural Housing Enabler, to explore whether it would be possible to progress with Hyde on the Farrier’s Field site. Clerk to contact John Lancaster to arrange meeting 
Action:   Clerk 
Reservations about design and build quality of Hyde were discussed and it was agreed that contact would be made with Preston Candover and Upton Grey parish councils who are both currently working with Hyde. 
Action:   Chairman and Clerk

	
	

	  6.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood reported that a meeting on 11 June, with Simon Found, Principal Engineer - Transport North Team HCC Highways, had been positive and it seemed more promising that some progress might finally be made on the Axford Road Traffic Calming project. Mr Found had agreed that there was a need to take some action to reduce speeds and had committed to reviewing all the previous documentation and see if some progress could be made fairly quickly. It is likely that this will involve finally removing the central white lines on the road, except at junctions, re-paint the white lines at the side of the road (moving them further away from the verge) some form of village ‘gateway’ and red, rumble strips to be painted on the approaches to the village settlement. Mr Found had said he would be happy to come to a meeting in the village to discuss these plans before they are finalised. There had also been some discussion at the meeting with Mr Found about a possible 40mph limit. County Councillor Anna McNair Scott’s support had been sought and received (email) on this matter. No word has been received from Mr Found since the meeting on 11 June. Cllr Hopwood to follow up 
Action:   Cllr Hopwood
Clerk reported that ‘THINK Slow Down’ wheelie-bin stickers had been sourced; free of charge from Hampshire County Council. It was discussed and agreed that these would be delivered to every house along Axford Road by Cllr Hopwood who would explain Do’s and Don’ts and ensure best coverage to achieve maximum impact. Clerk to distribute remaining stickers to houses at strategic points through the village where traffic is thought to travel fast. 

Action:   Cllr Hopwood & Clerk 
Clerk reported the missing deer sign on Bagmore Lane near Kit Lane had been replaced, but that the missing signs on Axford Road, heading towards Axford where the road narrows and oncoming traffic is in the centre of the road have not yet been replaced and would remind HCC highways. 

Action:   Clerk

	
	

	
	Lost footpaths: Cllr Hopwood reported that he had received the documentation from HCC and would now go to the Hampshire Records Office to obtain copies of old maps showing these paths. It was confirmed that various bodies, including the ramblers were involved with this project across the county and many parishes are getting involved. 
Action:   Cllr Hopwood

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Nothing to report.

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:   
Clerk reported new nets have been delivered for Lower Common goal posts  - need to be attached
Clerk reported a request had been received from June Scott – former partner of Ron Woodruff late of Widmoor Cottages, Ellisfield. She would like to plant a tree somewhere in the village in his memory. She has a Gingko Biloba tree and thought it would be nice to plant it at the Gravel Pits. Julian Evans had been consulted as a local tree expert and had suggested that whilst this is a beautiful tree, the gravel pits is probably not the best place to plant it as native trees are planted there– perhaps other locations could be considered. It is quite an exotic tree, native of China – but planted widely in New York – in the right conditions it can grow to 100 feet. He suggested a hedgerow or road junction.  It was discussed and agreed that Clerk would circulate a photograph of the Ginkgo Biloba tree to councillors who would consider locations. Advice to be sought from Dee Haas and Nicky Palmer and Julian Evans to be further consulted. June Scott to be advised of this, planting unlikely to undertaken before autumn. Soil type may also affect the decision as there is predominantly chalk and the bottom of the village and clay at the top. 


Action:   Clerk and all Councillors 

	
	

	iv.
	Allotments:  Cllr Gould reported that deer fencing donated by Portsmouth Estates had been erected and that rabbit fencing would now need to be attached. It was discussed and agreed to approve payment of £100 of the £200 in the budget for this purpose. Cllr Gould also reported that he would attempt to source a large water bowser to provide a water supply. Financial assistance to be sought from County Councillor Anna McNair Scott. 
Action:  Cllr Gould and Clerk 
Clerk reported that draft Tenancy Agreement had been reviewed and adjusted, one or two final points were discussed and agreed, notably; dogs to be kept under control of owner, structures, no larger than 10’ x 8’ to be permitted and to be positioned so as not to affect any other allotment, numbering of plots also agreed. Agreements to be issued and rents to be collected. 
Action:  Clerk 

	
	

	v.
	Hill Farm Pond: 
Cllr Cazenove had sent a written report in her absence, stating; one quote had been received from Cedardale for the removal of trees etc. Chris Allen had said he would be happy to do what he can, but doesn’t know what it would cost. Hampshire Wildlife Trust still hasn’t done their survey, despite frequent reminders. Cllr Cazenove to continue trying to get hold of Amanda; she had delegated survey to some volunteers who don’t seem to have turned up.
Action:   Cllr Cazenove
Cllr Hopwood reported that Chris Allen had said he would be able to remove trees in the Autumn and once they had dried they could be logged. Cllr Hopwood also reported that he had received an email from Amanda Bassett of Hampshire Wildlife Trust, recommending the pond should be cleared over a period of 3 years, clearing one third of the pond each year, to minimise disruption to wildlife. Also a silt trap would probably need to be installed to deal with run-off from Green Lane, a licence would be necessary to remove collected silt which may contain hydrocarbons. 
Councillor Hopwood to write to Veolia to request financial assistance now estimates of costs received. 
Action:  Cllr Hopwood
Clerk reported that a response had been received from the Land Registry – the little pond @ Hill Farm does belong to Portsmouth Estates; map sent to Land registry did not indicate large pond, a further request authorised to establish whether the large pond is registered. 
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	vi.
	Burial Ground:   Clerk reported there had been two cremated remain interments since last meeting: Jean Elms (Cllr Gould’s grandmother) and Dorothea Taylor aged 100 - she used to play the organ in St Martins approx 50 years ago. 

	
	

	vii.
	Environment:   Nothing to report.

	
	

	viii.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Clerk distributed a copy of the latest report from Hannah Houstin-Lacey, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator. No comment.

	
	

	ix.
	Memorial Hall: – It was reported that the Wine Walk on Friday 27 June had been a success.

	
	

	x.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   
Last mtg 19 June no councillors able to attend. 

	
	

	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

Annual Account figures for 2007- 08 were circulated – Cllr Gould had signed and approved these at the end of financial year. Councillors present at the meeting reviewed and approved the accounts.
Monthly financial report circulated – Cheques to be approved and signed listed below;
Annual Audit: Risk Assessments were reviewed and signed. 
Councillors reviewed and confirmed the Annual Governance Statement; Chairman and Clerk signed Audit Form.
Clerk reported Jonathan Harvey of Upper Common Cottage, Green Lane had agreed to be new internal auditor.



	
	The following payments due for approval:



	
	01-Jun-08
	B. Swanston (Litter Picking – May)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	
	01-Jun-08
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – May)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	
	30-Jun-08
	S. Claessens (Litter Picking – June)
	30.00
	30.00
	552

	
	30-Jun-08
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – June)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	
	30-Jun-08
	Stadia Sports (replacement goal nets)
	43.48
	43.48
	553

	
	30-Jun-08
	J. Matthews (Clerk’s salary and expenses Apr-June)
	850.67
	850.67
	554

	
	30-Jun-08
	Ellisfield Memorial Hall rent for Parish Council Mtgs
	225.00
	
	

	
	30-Jun-08
	Ellisfield Memorial Hall rent for Annual Parish Mtg
	40.00
	265.00
	555

	
	30-Jun-08
	Land Registry
	12.00
	12.00
	556

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated and updated copies were distributed at the meeting. The following items were discussed:

	
	Basingstoke Voluntary Services 

Request for nominations for a volunteer whose work should be honoured and celebrated; award ceremony Wednesday 22 October, both nominee and nominator to attend. It was discussed and agreed that Cllr Hopwood should establish whether Ted Dowson was happy to be nominated for all his voluntary work both in the village and elsewhere, red cross etc. 



Action:   Cllr Hopwood & Clerk 
BDBC


Notification that the Pride of Place Initiative (POPI) has changed its name to Community Environmental Enhancement Fund (CEEF). Also consultation on how we would recommend they make the grant more attractive to attract more small project applications. Response requested by 01 August. 
Cllr Hopwood to respond. 
HCC


Living Links: a new Heritage Lottery project helping communities celebrate their diverse and evolving stories. See http://www3.hants.gov.uk/archives/living-links.htm   Clerk to ask Ted Dowson whether he would be interested in getting involved? 

SEERA


Partial Reviews of South East Plan - Proposed changes to the Plan

The Secretary of State has yet to publish proposed changes to the South East Plan - two years after the Regional Assembly submitted it. Originally expected in early 2008 the delay was announced in February: “The Secretary of State's proposed changes to the draft regional spatial strategy (RSS) for the South East will be published for consultation later this year. It is difficult, at this stage, to commit to a precise publication date for the proposed changes given the complexity of the issues involved. Our aim, as it stands now, is to publish the proposed changes before the summer recess” (22nd July). 

The Secretary of State will make a statement to the House of Commons when proposed changes are being published. 

Government will then undertake a full 12-week public consultation to provide an opportunity to make representations on the proposed changes. Can be viewed on http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan  . Also worth looking at http://www.southeast-ra.gov.uk  media releases ref housing numbers. 

	
	

	 9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent: None 

	
	

	  10.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting.  Monday 01 September 2008.


	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.50pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. No one present 

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















