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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 12 May 2008

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Cllr Caroline Cazenove, Steven Gould, Peter Hopwood, Alison Swanston, Rose Taplin(Councillors)

Apologies: None

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
No members of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. None

	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 March 2008. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None

	
	

	
	OPEN FORUM –
No members of the public present

	
	

	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications


	
	There were no planning applications to consider

	
	

	5.
	Affordable Housing  

	
	Cllr Taplin signed the register, declaring a personal interest but was not required to retire as discussions were restricted to a report from the chairman.

Chairman reported that Clerk had received an email from David Askew Regional Development Manager, Hastoe, sent Friday 09 May 08 immediately prior to going on holiday.
Further to our last meeting to inspect the suggested site location next to the existing affordable development in the village with David Seaman, our architects have looked at the design that we would require to access the very sloping site and we have looked at the costs of the road works and extra works required to develop this land with 4 houses and we consider the overall costs to be to high to make this site viable .
We are still very interested in providing the 4 unit for the village but we need another location with lower development costs for this to work, have you any other locations?
Other possible sites were discussed and Cllr Cazenove suggested an alternative site at the bottom of Fox Hill, this possible site was discussed and agreed by all councillors as having potential, although BDBC Planners might have a concern about the bend in the road. Chairman said discussions would now be resumed with both the Rural Housing Trust and Hyde. In addition Chairman would continue discussions with Hastoe and ask them to come back and have another look at the site, possibly with another architect. 
Action:   Chairman 
Chairman also reported recent email exchange between himself and Lord Portsmouth regarding the site originally selected, next to Farrier’s Field, with regard to the possibility of ownership of the land being transferred to a charity. Lord Portsmouth did not appear to have a problem with this; his two main criteria are that 1) the developers should make a donation to St Martin’s Church Fund and 2) the building of affordable houses in Ellisfield be offset against any development at Broadmere. 
Chairman referred to a recent emails from Ian Smith of BDBC in March, regarding need for affordable housing in Ellisfield where he states the current information on the housing register identifies that up to 8 applicants could be eligible for these exception units, with 4 currently living in Ellisfield, two more have a connection due to previous residences and a further two a connection due to their family living there, others have an unverified connection.
Ian Smith recommended that it would however be advisable to back this up with an "expression of interest" survey as part of the Parish / Housing Association public consultation of the proposed scheme and before submission of the planning application. This would then be on a similar basis to the process followed at Preston Candover / Charter Alley / and Upton Grey. The consultation should not only inform the Parish Council of Ellisfield of the range and balance of local opinion on the proposed exceptions scheme but also give any who are not on the housing register the opportunity to apply together with details of their local connection. 
Action:   Chairman

	
	

	  6.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood reported that despite letters from both Chairman and himself to Brian Millen, Chief Engineer, Hampshire Highways North, no response has been received. Clerk reported that she had received an email from Cheryl Bosworth reporting the activity of HAT (Hampshire Action team)  and had followed this up to try and establish progress with Village 30 initiative, only to discover Ellisfield had not met the required criteria of having  houses along 600 metres of road. Cllr Hopwood to contact Brian Millen to follow this up further.  
Action:   Cllr Hopwood
There was some discussion regarding ‘Slow Down’ stickers for wheelie bins. Clerk to research source. 
Action:   Clerk 

Chairman raised the issue of ‘Lost Footpaths’. Cllr Hopwood reported he had attended an HCC meeting called to ask all parishes to look at where old paths may have been lost and report back. Chairman reported he could remember a path from Cooper’s Farm to College Farm and another path passing the Encampment continuing to Bedlam Bottom. Cllr Hopwood reported he is waiting to receive relevant forms from HCC and will then go to Hampshire Land Registry Office and research old maps. The matter of instigating footpaths along old railway lines was also discussed and it was agreed that HCC view should be sought. 
Action:   Cllr Hopwood
The matter of 4 x 4 vehicles using Kit Lane was discussed; this had been raised by Mrs Christian de Ferranti at the Annual Parish meeting; it appears there have been no complaints from local residents, but walkers using the path have expressed concern, particularly about the condition of the byway at the top and bottom, near Bell Lane and Axford Road. It was suggested that HALC (Hampshire Association of Local Councils) may have published some information about how to apply for a temporary order restricting access to 4 x 4’s and it was reported that Winchester City Council may have banned them; however it was agreed that no action would be taken as there had been no complaints from local residents.

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Cllr Guinness reported there had been some discussion regarding including Seumas Foster’s ‘In the Fields’ article, following discussions with the editor of Hill and Dale, it was agreed that these would continue to appear on the website including the rider ‘Reprinted with thanks to Hill and Dale.

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:   Cllr Gould reported that deer fencing had been donated by Lord Portsmouth for the Upper Allotments, some posts had been erected and some rabbit fencing would also be required.
Clerk reported a response to the letter to Veolia Directors requesting financial assistance for fencing and water had been received but no funding was being offered. It was agreed that the Clerk should complete and return the forms necessary to apply for County Councillor Anna McNair Scott’s £10,000 Community Benefit funding.
Action:   Clerk
Clerk produced a draft Agreement for new allotment tenants. Cllr Gould to check against Guidelines and confirm. It was discussed and agreed that once these were confirmed, they would be issued to new allotment holders and the parish council would start charging rent with effect from 01 April 2008, £12 per annum, the same rate as existing holder, P Neville.

Action:   Cllr Gould & Clerk 
Hill Farm Pond: Cllrs Cazenove and Hopwood reported that meetings had been arranged with contractors regarding the removal of dead trees and with Hampshire Wildlife Trust regarding required surveys (notably bats and crested newts). It appears there is a lot of work to be done and it seems estimates will be high, perhaps reflecting the contractor’s reluctance to do the work. Cllr Taplin agreed to ask Chris Allen if the work could be done using farm machinery. It was discussed and agreed that Clerk should contact the Land Registry and pursue registering the pond in the name of Ellisfield Parish Council. 
Action:   Cllr Taplin and Clerk
Cllr Hopwood reported he had drafted a letter to Veolia and we await the arrival of two quotations from contractors before sending this. 
Action:   Cllr Hopwood and Clerk
It was discussed and agreed that once quotations are received or Chris Allen agrees to allow farm equipment to be used to remove trees, David Hill, BDBC Tree Officer will need to be contacted as the pond is in the Conservation area.

A contractor with the ability to remove the accumulation of silt remains to be found, the Environment Agency will need to be contacted regarding the disposal offsite of any accumulation. 

	
	

	iv.
	Burial Ground:
A request from Mr Hounsome of Blencarthra, The Green, for a memorial for his wife’s grave was presented and discussed, there were no objections.
Cllr Cazenove commented that the Ellisfield Volunteer Group had made a very good job of tidying up the Burial Ground. 

	
	

	v.
	Environment:   

Clerk reported a conversation with Darren Williams of Hedgerows, Bell Lane regarding the smelly liquid leaking in to Kit Lane. He reported he had contacted the contractor who had carried out the repair work previously and they are due to make a site visit tomorrow to further investigate and address the problem. Once again, the pipework is to be cleared with a high pressure hose to remove any blockages, the tanks are being emptied more frequently and Mrs Robinson may disconnect Cooper’s Farmhouse from the combined arrangement that currently serves the three houses.

	
	

	vi.
	Swing:   
BDBC weekly reporting system – no action required

	
	

	vii.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  
Hannah Houstin-Lacey provided a written report.

	
	

	viii.
	Memorial Hall: – Cllr Swanston reported the date of the Wine Walk had been agreed; Friday 27 June; this year’s host houses are to be: Bell House, Bell Lane, Draycott, Green Lane, 2 Park View, Meadowview, Green Lane.

	
	

	ix.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   
Next meeting scheduled for Thursday 19th June 2008. Cllrs Gould/Taplin to attend.

	
	

	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

The Clerk provided a written report (see Appendix 1).  Report noted and approved

	
	The following payments due for approval:
	
	

	01-Apr-08
	B. Swanston (Litter Picking – Mar)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	01-Apr-08
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Mar)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	05-May-08
	Ellisfield Volunteer Group
	650.00
	650.00
	545

	12 May 2008
	Hampshire Playing Fields Association (subscription)
	20.00
	20.00
	546

	12 May 2008
	B. Swanston (Litter Picking – Apr)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	12 May 2008
	Harry Hedges (Litter Picking – Apr)
	30.00
	30.00
	SO

	12 May 2008
	HAPTC (Affiliation Fee & NALC Levy 07-08)
	111.00
	111.00
	547

	12 May 2008
	T. Guinness (Annual Parish Meeting wine)
	71.54
	71.54
	548

	12 May 2008
	C Cazenove (Annual Parish Meeting food)
	61.43
	61.43
	549

	12 May 2008
	BNL/Came & Co (EPC Insurance)
	400.58
	400.58
	550

	12 May 2008
	The Land Registry (Hill Farm Pond)
	12.00
	12.00
	551


	8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated and updated copies were distributed at the meeting. The following items were discussed:


	
	NORWICH UNION 
2008/9 Insurance Quotation – discussed and agreed to enter into a 3 year agreement and receive further 5% discount. 
Audit Commission
2007/08 Annual audit to be completed, internally audited and returned by 28 July 2008

HCC

Letter from Alison Quant telling us about ‘The New face of highway maintenance in Hampshire’ only telling us that the contract has changed from Balfour Beatty to AMEY + a Stakeholder Survey. Cllr Hopwood to read and complete survey

SEERA

The regions Housing Strategy 2008 -11 Chairman to read and report back to next meeting

	
	

	 9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent: None

	
	

	  10.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting.  30 June 2008 


	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.13pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. No member of the public present.

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















