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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 17 March 2008

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Peter Hopwood, Alison Swanston, Rose Taplin(Councillors)



	Apologies:

	Cllrs Caroline Cazenove and Steven Gould

	PC Andy Reid

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
4 members of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. Cllrs Caroline Cazenove and Steven Gould, PC Andy Reid 

	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 28 January 2008. Page 793, typo, should have read Lower, not Upper allotments; altered, otherwise minutes agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None


	
	OPEN FORUM –
PC Andy Reid was unable to attend as he was speaking at a farmer’s meeting with reference to preventing rural crime.. Hannah Houstin-Lacey, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator gave his apologies and confirmed that he wanted to bring to the attention of the meeting that there had been a burglary at Widmoor Cottages, last week; antique furniture taken from a garage, the up-and-over door was apparently forced. The matter was further discussed under point 6 vii below.

	
	

	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a report as follows: 

	
	

	
	Application Number
	Details
	Parish Action
	Outcome

	
	BDB/67753

Orchard House, Church Lane
	Erection of a single storey rear extension
	
	Approved

	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood provided the meeting with a written report regarding the potential shared purchase of a SID (Speed Indicator Device). Following discussions with several officers of BDBC and HCC it seemed unlikely that a device would be appropriate on a de-restricted road, so EPC will shelve the idea for now; Cllr Hopwood to inform other local villages, Preston Candover, Upton Grey, Dummer, Candovers and Winslade, with whom he had been liaising regarding this to say we would not proceed any further at this time.
Responses to the questionnaire in the January Parish Council Newsletter regarding speed limits were reviewed; Overall, there did seem to be support for the part-purchase of a SID, 15 for and three against, this was reflected by a similar response in relation to speed limits, with 16 in favour and 3 against the idea of a speed limit along Axford Road.. There was limited response in favour of a speed limit throughout the village; 7 for and 14 against.
It was discussed and agreed that the Parish Council would continue to liaise with HCC and follow-up the application for Village 30. Cllr Hopwood reported there had been 120 applications and only 40 likely to be approved this year. Cllr Hopwood to write to Barry Ford, BDBC Highways Dept; as we are unable to have a SID, then we request serious consideration for Village 30, letter to be copied to Mott Gifford. Cllr Hopwood commented that it was disappointing that there appeared to be no formal feedback mechanism keeping applicants informed of progress.
Action:  Cllr Hopwood
It was noted that Richard Hague had recently retired and that his post was unlikely to be advertised until August. This was disappointing as he had been our main point of contact with reference to addressing speeding traffic/traffic calming on the Axford Road. Chairman to write to Brian Millen, Area Director North, Hampshire Highways Dept.
Action:  Chairman
It was reported that the resurfacing work on Furzen Lane had been completed, but the budget had only allowed for half the length of the road to be resurfaced. 
It was reported that ‘Deer’ warning signs on Axford Road/Bagmore Lane near Kit Lane had been damaged/removed. Also the ‘Road Narrowing’ signs on Axford Road towards Axford have not yet been replaced. Clerk to liaise with HCC Highways. 
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Cllr Guinness 
Clerk reported there had been 10 responses to the newsletter questionnaire via web/email.
Mark Thomas has been updating website, there is now updated information for The Fox Inn and the home page has a link to Seumas Foster’s ‘In the Fields’ articles. These are similar to those printed in The Hill & Dale. The Clerk reported she had heard there may be some concerns about this, although the intention is to make the articles available to a wider audience. Chairman to discuss with editor of Hill & Dale.
Action:  Chairman
Clerk reported BDBC Planning Pages now restored

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:
ALLOTMENTS:
Clerk reported that once again BDBC have confirmed that they have received the money from the sale of their allotments in the town centre and that £50,000 of this is to be given to parishes; however this money is not likely to be available until the summer. Ian Mills with whom we have been liaising over the past months/years is due to retire at the end of March. His replacement is to be Mark Littlefield, 01256 845435. David Richard has already spoken to Mark Littlefield, who has confirmed money will be available for parish allotments. 
Clerk circulated copies of a draft letter to Joanna Dixon to pass to Veolia Directors requesting financial support for providing fencing and a water supply to the site.

David Richards has already collected some ProGrow for his allotment.
HILL FARM POND: 
Responses to the questionnaire in the January Parish Council Newsletter regarding renovation/conservation of the pond were reviewed; and they were generally in favour of some measured work.  Overall there seemed to be support for the judicious removal of some of the fallen trees, leaves, brambles and a few young saplings together with lifting the crown/thinning some of the larger trees to allow in more light. Appropriate surveys will of course need to be completed before this can happen. Cllr Hopwood to approach Hampshire Wildlife and formulate a costed plan, then together with Cllr Cazenove, to write to Veolia to request some support for this project. 

Action:  Cllrs Cazenove & Hopwood
The point was made that those who responded to the questionnaire should be thanked in the next newsletter. 
Action:  Clerk
LOWER COMMON: 
Clerk reported the goal posts are beginning to rust; It was discussed and agreed that any painting and/or replacement of nets would be discussed at the next meeting.

	
	

	iv.
	Burial Ground: 
Nothing to report

	
	

	v.
	Environment:   
The ongoing problem of foul smelling liquid leaking in to Kit Lane again was discussed; clerk reported she had contacted Darren Williams of Hedgerows and was awaiting his response. 

Action:  Clerk
Cllr Hopwood reported this year’s Bluebell Walk is scheduled to clash with a sponsored walk on the  Portsmouth Estate to raise money for St Michael’s Hospice. The day/date of the Ellisfield walk may change.

	
	

	vi.
	Swing: 

Clerk reported the Annual Risk Assessment had been received from BDBC, the outcome was the same as previous years, no great risk identified, therefore no action required. Also the weekly BDBC checking and reporting system identified no problems – no action required

	
	

	vii.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  
Cllr Hopwood/Hannah Houstin-Lacey again mentioned the burglary at Widmoor Cottages, last week when antique furniture taken from a garage. Mrs Houstin-Lacey provided the meeting with a copy of her Update No 4 for Ellisfield Parish Council; this included mention of forthcoming Neighbourhood Watch meetings, including one where ‘Smartwater’ packs’ would be available for £15 instead of the normal £45. Mrs Houstin-Lacey asked if the Parish Council would be willing to fund the purchase of a number of these which could then be ‘sold-on’ to residents and the money recouped. It was discussed and agreed that it should be established how long this offer is likely to be available and how many people might be interested.

Councillors were also provided with an advance copy of the April 2008 ‘Hannah’s Manor’ report which is to appear in Hill & Dale.; this report includes guidance from Hampshire Constabulary for Safer Homes.

	
	

	viii.
	Memorial Hall: 
Cllr Swanston reported that the recent ‘Hog the Limelight’ entertainment had been very good, but poorly supported by the village, with only 30 attending, resulting in a loss for the evening.
It was confirmed that this year’s wine-walk is scheduled for 27 June, this is Veteran’s Day and there had been some suggestion that walkers might like to ‘dress-up’ accordingly. 

	
	

	ix.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   
Next meeting Thursday 20 March, no one able to attend. Apologies to me sent. 
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	
	


	6.
	Affordable Housing  

	
	Cllr Taplin signed the register, declaring a personal interest but was not required to retire as discussions were restricted to a report from the working party and ‘Open Forum’.

Clerk reported she had had a conversation with Mike Shepherd, BDBC Housing; it was agreed to organise a formal Needs Survey via John Lancaster, Hampshire Rural Housing Enabler. He confirmed it would be Ian Smith, Housing Development Officer for BDBC who would be liaising with John Lancaster on this project.

Clerk reported a subsequent telecon with Ian Smith had established the current status from BDBC Housing Need and Information department:

Total 22

Transfer 3

General Needs 19 

4 live there at present

Ian Smith suggested to the Clerk that a formal needs survey was unnecessary because these figures were available and that the next step should be to arrange an Open Day with John Lancaster and Hastoe in attendance, who will bring along ‘Expression of Interest’ forms and draft plans of proposed development respectively.
The point was raised that these figures were higher than expected and that the nature of the connection of those on the list should be established. Chairman requested that Ian Smith/John Lancaster should produce a timetable of events necessary to progress further, detailing how needs will be precisely identified and a proposed date for the Open Day.
Action:  Clerk
There was some discussion about whether Farleigh residents should be included in ‘Needs Survey’; they will no doubt come to Open Day if interested. 
Clerk reported she had been to visit Penny Hardie, Clerk to Upton Grey PC to find out how they were progressing with their ‘Affordable Housing’ scheme. They appear to be happy working with Hyde who are taking responsibility for the whole project, applying for Planning permission etc. The 

Landowner (David Janaway) is drawing up S106 agreement and insisting on PC being involved with decisions about who lives where.

Chairman reported he had spoken to David Seamen (Hastoe architect) following his site visit, to confirm his views on the possible development; he confirmed he envisages a linear development, with all houses facing the road, possibly 2 x 2 dwellings, brick built with some flint and a roof line with features. 
Chairman also reported he had left a voicemail message for Lord Portsmouth asking if he would be amenable to transferring the site to a charity, as Preston Candover intend, and structuring the ownership, giving a 150 year lease to the Housing Association, that then transfers ownership back to the village at the end of the lease. 
In response to feedback from the questionnaire which asked that the Parish Council stop dithering and get on with building the affordable housing; Chairman responded that there were a number of key points that the council had been keen to address;

1. There is no point in building  houses if there is no real local need
2. The Parish Council is keen to ensure the design and build quality is of the highest standard and the houses attractive – not ugly

3. It is essential that the Parish Council are a party to the Section 106 agreement in able to ensure that houses are allocated to those with close village connections only.

Agreeing with this, Cllr Hopwood also made the comment that sustainability was an important aspect that needed to be factored into the design, it was discussed and agreed that this was likely to impact on design and build costs and that it was now a government requirement that affordable housing is to built to Eco 4 standard.
Chairman summarised by saying that Preston Candover had found the project very demanding and it would help if there was a solicitor or surveyor in the village who would be able to help on this project. 

	
	

	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated and updated copies were distributed at the meeting. The following items were discussed:

	
	BDBC

Annual Engineers Safety Inspection and Risk Assessment for the Swing on Lower Common. The outcome was similar to last year no urgent action required 

HCC

Consultation on the proposed changes to the planning and related application requirements (1APP). The proposed list for HCC can be viewed at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/1app-consultation.htm to be submitted by 28 March 

The new Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way for the County of Hampshire 2 copies of map enclosed – It was discussed and agreed that Chairman and Councillor Hopwood would liaise with Petronella Natrasse, HCC Countryside Access Manager to explore the reinstatement of footpaths in and around the village that have disappeared off the map over the years. 

Action:…Chairman and Cllr Hopwood
Hampshire Now publication – 5 copies issued to Councillors 

Maria Miller 

Letter from local MP asking Parish Council to support her M3-Action Campaign – Making Basingstoke a Better Place to Work ref traffic congestion/accidents/noise. It was discussed and agreed that the Clerk should write back to MM in support of her campaign, making mention of the impact of increased traffic away from the main roads, through rat-runs, on village roads particularly unsuited for heavy traffic. 
Action:   Clerk

	
	

	8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

The Clerk provided a written report (see Appendix 1).  Report noted and approved
The following payments presented for approval:
01 March 08
B. Swanston (Litter Picking – Feb) - 28.95}   Standing Orders - no cheques signed 
01 March 08
H. Hedges (Litter Picking – Feb) - 28.95}
Clerk also reported notification had been received that day of a  VAT refund of £427.23

	
	

	 9.
	To discuss arrangements for Annual Parish Meeting:
It was discussed and agreed that as this was an election year (BDBC elections for Borough Councils) there would be no additional, outside speaker invited to the Annual Parish Meeting; Cllrs McNair Scott and Ruffell would be invited to attend and Clerk to invite representatives of all village associations to present a short verbal report at the meeting. Chairman and Cllr Cazenove asked to organise refreshments once again this year.
Action:   Cllrs Cazenove & Guinness & Clerk

	
	

	  10.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent:

	
	

	  11.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting:  Monday 12 May 2008 


	
	The meeting closed at 10.07pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. 
Mrs Freeman raised the matter of hedge cutting in Bell Lane, commenting that it had been a very poor job and she had had 2 punctures on her bicycle following the cutting. It was discussed and agreed that it was important that hedges should be looked after properly. Clerk to contact Seumas Foster, Adrian de Ferranti’s Farm Manager to discuss this in order to prevent repetition next year. 


Action:   Clerk


	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















