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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 28 January 2008

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Caroline Cazenove, Steven Gould, Peter Hopwood, Alison Swanston, Rose Taplin(Councillors)

Apologies:  None

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
3 members of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. Mark Ruffell

	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 03 December 2007. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). It was discussed that membership of CPRE had not been included in the 2008/09 budget, but the decision made to join last meeting to join was ratified.
Chairman reported that Julian Evans had previously asked if the Parish Council could arrange for hedge cutting on Red Lane to be done on both sides as contractors had only cut one side. This work has now been completed

Chairman reported that at the last meeting, Paul Turner had commented on lack of attendance at BDAPTC meetings and asked that apologies are sent if no-one able to attend. Apologies were in fact sent to BDAPTC Chair for the last meeting.


	
	OPEN FORUM –
Mrs Jane Evans said that the Memorial Hall is not always booked for Parish Council meetings. Chairman agreed that bookings will always be made in future.


	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows: 

	
	

	
	Application Number
	Details
	Parish Action
	Outcome

	
	BDB/67451 

5 Cannon Close


	Erection of a rear conservatory
	
	Approved

	
	BDB/67753

Orchard House, Church Lane
	Erection of a single storey rear extension


	Plans had been reviewed by councillors between meetings. No Objections
	

	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood confirmed that he had made an application for the second tranche of Hampshire’s ‘Village 30’ scheme. It was discussed and agreed that the application should currently be made for Axford Road only. Cllr Hopwood said that many applications for the first tranche had been turned down for a variety of reasons, including objections from the Police. It is not clear whether Axford Road meets the requirements of ‘Village 30’ which state that in order to be considered there needs to be 20 houses along a 600 metre stretch of road. Cllr Hopwood to investigate and report back to the meeting.
Action:  Cllr Hopwood 
Cllr Swanston reported that she had been a party to a conversation in The Fox, where local residents expressed concerns at the speed traffic travels in the village, particularly down Green Lane and indicated a preference for a 30mph speed limit. It was discussed and agreed that questions in the January 08 newsletter would give local residents the opportunity to let their views be known formally. 

Cllr Hopwood reminded the meeting that in the past, previous Parish Councillors had undertaken to drive at 30mph through the village; councillors agreed that they would be happy to set a good example and undertake to drive slowly through the village.
Repairs to Furzen Lane have been delayed. It was initially planned to do this work during week commencing Monday 28 January 2008; however, recent bad weather has meant they will postpone the work until a favourable ‘weather window’ is on the horizon. Works will take approx. 3 days to complete. Diversion signs will be in place before work begins – this information communicated to villagers through newsletter. 
Axford Road, Traffic Calming is ongoing, although HCC Highways have given a commitment to proceed, no more likely to happen before new financial year in April 2008.
SID’s – Speed Indicator Devices, otherwise known as Driver Feedback Signs (DFS). These devices light up as cars approach showing their speed, a wake-up call to those who travel faster than they think.  It was discussed that several villages in the area have shown interest in purchasing a SID to be shared with other villages, so would be in use in each village for one week in every 2 months. Cllr Hopwood to contact Preston Candover PC who have also registered an interest. Clerk to send further information about SID’s to Councillors. It was agreed to include information about SID’s in the newsletter and ask for response from residents.
Action:  Cllr Hopwood and Clerk
GRIPS: Cllr Gould commented that the grips throughout the village needed clearing after recent heavy rains, with the gully opposite Park View requiring particular attention. Clerk had already reported same. 

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Cllr Guinness 
Clerk reported that she had spoken to Mark Thomas, webmaster, to see how best to provide an option of an email response to questions in January Newsletter.
BDBC Planning Pages; Clerk reported that this facility is unavailable at present due to technical problems at BDBC.
It was discussed and agreed that the amount of SPAM received via BDBC server was just as bad. Clerk to make contact again to see if this can be addressed.
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:   
ALLOTMENTS: Clerk reported that a meeting with Joana Dixon, Communications and Education Officer and Edward Watson, Compost Manager from Veolia Compost on Friday 25 January had gone well.  Plans for renovating the allotments had been outlined and it was agreed that Veolia would provide as much Pro-Grow as the allotment holders required, free of charge, provided they could collect with a trailer. Clerk to phone Ed to make arrangements for this. It was also agreed that the Parish Council should write to Joanna, outlining the plans and costs involved in the project, for fencing, water supply and sheds. This would then be passed to Directors who manage the allocation of grants for local projects, for consideration. 
Action:  Cllr Gould and Clerk
Ed Watson suggested that if the piped supply of water proved too expensive, then it might be worth considering installing a tank and asking a local farmer with a water-bowser to refill the tank periodically. Clerk subsequently asked Steve Brabbin if he could locate such a tank and he undertook to quote for the pipework. Cllr Taplin agreed to speak with Chris Allen to see whether Portsmouth Estates’ equipment might be available to lay pipes.
Action:  Cllr Taplin and Clerk
Clerk stated that a request for anyone else interested in an allotment to make contact had been included in newsletter.

It was discussed and agreed that in the new financial year, a tenancy agreement needs to be drawn up and signed by new allotment tenants. It was agreed that rents would remain at £12 per year for the upper allotments and £40 per year for the lower allotments.
Chairman reported he had received a report from Julian Evans regarding potential future use of the Lower Allotments.
Cllrs Cazenove and Hopwood reported that following the meeting with Veolia, when the requirements of the Hill Farm Pond project were also discussed, it seems likely that they may well support that project as well, largely as we fall within a 5 mile radius of one of their sites and Veolia Directors like to support local projects. A full report/project plan with costs needs to be put together and submitted to Joanna Dixon to pass to the Directors, for consideration. It was agreed that the work should focus on conservation rather than restoration to encourage wildlife while making it more possible for local residents and visitors and perhaps even local schools to visit and observe the habitat. Cllr Hopwood to obtain costing for all aspects. It was agreed that 2 separate applications should be made to Veolia for The Allotments and Pond projects. 
Action Cllr Hopwood
Ownership of the pond was discussed and it was confirmed that neither Portsmouth Estates nor Bernard Cazenove, whose lands are adjacent, claim ownership. Hannah Houstin-Lacey provided the meeting with a copy of a letter received from The Church Commissioners stating they had no recorded interest in the pond. A similar letter had previously been received from the Diocese of Winchester. It was discussed and agreed that written confirmation should also be obtained from adjacent landowners. Cllr Cazenove to ask Bernard Cazenove to write and Clerk to contact the manager of Portsmouth Estates. It was agreed that once these documents had been received Mrs Houstin-Lacey would pursue registration of the pond with The Land Registry.  

Action: Cllrs Cazenove, Hopwood, Clerk and Mrs Houstin-Lacey

	
	

	iv.
	Burial Ground:  Nothing to report.

	
	

	v.
	Environment:   Clerk reported that Christian de Ferranti had contacted PC Reid to complain that 4 x 4’s using Kit Lane (mainly on Sundays) have turned an area in the centre of the track, on her land, known locally as The Dell, into a rally point. PC advised they take a tractor and block off access from the lane. It was discussed and agreed that it appeared that this had already been done. 
Chairman and Cllr Hopwood reported that they had investigated recent reports that there was still foul water leaking into Kit Lane – this seems to have been addressed.
Clerk reported that Fly Tipping Furzen Lane on Monday 21 January had been reported to BDBC and quickly removed.

	
	

	vi.
	Swing: BDBC system reported no action required.

	
	

	vii.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Cllr Hopwood and Hannah Houstin-Lacey reported that there had no central meetings recently and that the ‘Residents Information Packs’ had not been forthcoming. New signs for Ellisfield had been ordered. There had been changes to beat wardens; details to be circulated in an update that would be inserted in to January 2008 Parish Council Newsletter, to be distributed next weekend.

	
	

	viii.
	Memorial Hall: – Cllr Swanston reported there had been a meeting the previous week and funds were healthy (approx £8,500). The committee has organised a fund-raising event for 15 March ; a ‘Hog The Limelight’ performance.

	
	

	ix.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   
Nothing to report 

	
	


	6.
	Affordable Housing  

	
	Cllr Taplin signed the register, declaring a personal interest but was not required to retire as discussions were restricted to a report from the Chairman.

Chairman reported that David Askew of HASTOE would be bringing Architect, David Seaman, www.the-seaman-partnership.co.uk , to meet members of the Affordable Housing Working Party and see the proposed site, next to Farrier’s Field on 25th Feb at 10am.

Chairman also reported on a recent conversation with Charles Bradshaw, Chairman of Preston Candover Parish Council, who had been the driving force behind the affordable housing development there. The conversation had been most useful and Chairman provided Councillors with a copy of his notes;
· They had really worked hard to negotiate the s 106 agreement terms and other aspects of the arrangements to give Preston Candover residents a real priority

· Mechanics of this

· Land owned by a charity – allotments for labouring poor 

· In 150 years time freehold reverts to PC and value reverts to parish to deal with whatever needs then exists

· Also the charity was a party to the s106 agreement
· The Charity has 5 trustees – 3 from parish council 2 lay

· The terms tried to ensure only for inhabitants of PC

· When vacancy for 2 months offer only to PC & Nutley residents

· Then 1 month offered to adjacent villages residents

· Then B&BDC could only let under 18 month assured leasehold to a B&D housing list person

· Such a tenant had to vacate after 18 months ( to avoid acquiring PC resident status)

· The legal work was considerable and resources would be needed to make development happen. They had set up a working party; he suggested we should try and have a team with a surveyor and solicitor on it. He occasionally had spent several hours a week on the project

· The text of their s 106 agreement would be in the public domain once they had signed it which he hoped would be in the next couple of months.

· He would be happy to meet up sometime in the future – ideally after they’d reached that stage.

Clerk reported that Borough Councillor, Mark Ruffell had supported Preston Candover through the project and would do the same for Ellisfield.  Cllr Ruffell had a number of suggestions that include; conducting a formal needs survey, drawing up a petition of support from local residents before the project begins, also to speak to the Clerk of Upton Grey, Penny Hardy.

	
	

	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated and updated copies were distributed at the meeting. The following items were discussed:

	
	BDBC

Core Strategy Consultation – Cllr Swanston to review and formulate EPC response. Clerk advised there are to be workshops throughout borough closest Tues. 19 Feb Upton Grey 7pm. 
Valuation Office


Request for Information Non-Domestic rating

Notice of Deletion of existing Entry on register for Ellisfield Storage Depot & Premises (Gravel Pits) 

Clerk provided Councillors with draft copies of the forthcoming Newsletter that was reviewed and edited. Clerk to make changes, Councillors to deliver first weekend of February.             Action:  All


	8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report (see Appendix 1). Report noted and approved.
The following payments were due for approval:

03-Jan-08
B. Swanston (Litter Picking – Dec)
28.95

28-Jan-02
B. Swanston (Litter Picking – Jan)
28.95

28-Jan-02
H Hedges (Litter Picking – Jan)
28.95

28-Jan-02
J. Matthews (Clerk's salary & expenses Jan - Mar)
736.52

28-Jan-02
Audit Commission
141.00

Standing order forms were also signed for Litter Wardens

	
	

	 9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent:

	
	Chairman asked if any Councillors had received any further feedback following the application for a music licence by the new owners of The Fox. It was reported that music had so far been restricted to special events Christmas, New Year and Valentine’s Day. It was confirmed that close neighbours had registered concerns and that Councillor Ruffell would be involved when the application was considered by BDBC. It was agreed that Councillors would continue to monitor the situation and feedback to next meeting.
Chairman also reported that there had been some interest from Tunworth Cheeses in the Merritt’s Farm buildings, but that would not be progressed further.

Cllr Gould asked that the Litter Wardens should always wear their High Visibility Waistcoats. Instruction to be included in a letter from Clerk to accompany January payment.
Action:  Clerk  

	
	

	  10.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting. Monday 17 March 2008.


	
	It was also agreed that The Annual Parish Meeting should be scheduled for Friday 25 April 2008 

	
	The meeting closed at 10.02

	
	

	
	Open Forum. 

	
	Ted Dowson of Woodpeckers, Axford Road made the following comments:
· Ref traffic speeds – People do drive too fast along Green Lane and it would be extremely dangerous should anyone attempt speeds in excess of 30mph along Church Lane or Bell Lane.
· The use of a SID would be better in a restricted area

· He was in favour of low-scale sensitive renovation of Hill Farm Pond

· Axford Road apparently does not exist on Sat Nav and on-line maps making it very difficult for delivery drivers and visitors to find.



	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















