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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 22 October 2007

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Caroline Cazenove, Steven Gould, Peter Hopwood, Alison Swanston, Rose Taplin(Councillors)

Apologies: Cllr Swanston (holiday)

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
PC Andy Reid

4 members of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. Cllr Swanston (holiday)

	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 September 2007.  Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below).  None

	
	

	
	OPEN FORUM
PC Andy Reid reported that there had been an accident on Axford Road on 20 September at 14.12 hrs between a car and a lorry, there had been no injuries and the accident had been recorded on the Police system. Councillors asked if Hampshire Highways have access to information about accidents; PC Reid agreed to let EPC have information regarding accidents on Axford Road in recent years.


	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows:

	
	

	
	Application Number
	Details
	Parish Action
	Outcome

	
	BDB/63357 – APPEAL 

Merritt’s Farm
	Appeal against decision to refuse permission to relieve condition 1 of planning approval BDB/36229 to allow use of buildings as workshop and office by person or persons other than Mr Baker and Mr Clay.
	Appeal Date 18 September @ 10.00 am
	The Planning Inspector’s decision was made public on 18 October, B1 permission has been granted with restrictions. 

	
	BDB 61551 – APPEAL
Merritt’s Farm, Bell Lane
	Change of Use from Class B1 offices, research & development and light industrial use to Class B8 wholesale warehouse, distribution centres and repository use.
	
	The Planning Inspector’s decision was made public on 18 October; the appeal for B8 permission has been dismissed.

	
	BDB/66518 Sylven Lea, Green Lane, Ellisfield, 
	Erection of a single storey side extension to workshop.
	
	APPROVED

	
	BDB/66660 3 Cannon Close, Green Lane, 
	Creation of a new vehicular access.
	
	APPROVED

	
	TCA 23339, The Walled Garden

College Lane Land South of Church Lane
	Notice of intent to fell 2 Macrocarpa Trees.
	
	

	
	BDB/67246 Farm, Northgate Lane, 


	Erection of a rear conservatory and retrospective single storey rear extension.
	No Objection
	

	
	Rectory
	Tree works – remove deadwood branch from Ash Tree in back garden.
	No Objection
	


	5.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Clerk provided copies of a letter to Brian Millen, Hampshire Highways on 19 October. 
Dear Mr Millen 

Traffic Calming – Axford Road, Ellisfield

Many thanks for your email of 18th September in which you indicated that you would have a word with Richard Hague to see if we could expect progress with a traffic calming project presented to the villagers of Ellisfield two years ago.  Even if he cannot give an exact date it would be helpful to know whether a priority list of villages has been drawn up following the Village 30 email questionnaires completed in April 2007; if so what priority if any has been allocated to Ellisfield?

You also mention in your email that the County’s maintenance programme helps to ensure an appropriate level of maintenance and the need to defend the County Council against claims from highway users – I assume this must also be the case on roads where excessive speeds cause a hazard.  I’m sure you can appreciate that spending c£20,000 on potholes in Furzen Lane while leaving rather less expensive traffic calming unattended causes frustration among those who live on Axford Road, and the parish council then get blamed for not making strong enough representations. 

Could we arrange a meeting between representatives of Ellisfield community and yourself, either at your office or in the village to discuss Ellisfield highway problems? 

Clerk reported the letter had generated an email response saying he had asked Peter Eade, Area Highways Manager to make contact.  It was discussed and agreed that the Chairman would arrange a meeting with Peter Eade before next Parish Council meeting. 
Action:  Chairman
Clerk reported that the minutes of HAT (Hampshire Action Team) were available on the internet and that the minutes from 15 May recorded that 20 applications for Village 30 had been received in the Basingstoke & Deane area and that current funding allowed for only one third of these schemes to be completed in 2007/08 financial year.  HAT members were given the opportunity to say if they had any extra evidence that they thought had been missed out from any of the applications. Applications were prioritised according to the criteria agreed at the meeting:
1. There had been actual accidents/fatalities in the village,
2. There is clearly identified danger (i.e. visibility issues, no footpath, very narrow roads, it is a school route, it is a route for elderly people).
Villages that selected were: Highclere, Newnham, Newtown, Newfound, Pamber End, Upton Grey and Weston Patrick with Silchester as reserve.
It was noted that Weston Patrick seemed to have a similar position and issues to Ellisfield and yet had been selected ahead of us.  PC Reid commented that he thought they had not had any more accidents than Ellisfield. 
Cllr Hopwood confirmed that he had reported the damage to College Lane, caused by agricultural machinery, to Dan Beasant, HCC Highways, on 14 September, but no action had been taken.
Clerk reported Father Clive Parnell-Hopkinson had once again asked if HCC Highways were going to complete work to drainage gullies at the bottom of The Rectory Drive. 
Action:  Clerk
Cllr Gould reported there had been problems with mud on the road in Green Lane, near Tanglewood – this had not been cleared, but washed away by heavy rains.

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Cllr Guinness 
Following the last meeting, webmaster, Mark Thomas, has confirmed it would be possible to list village planning applications as they are received on the website, together with a link to BDBC website, so plans can be viewed; he asked the Councillors to confirm where they would like this to appear.  It was discussed and agreed that the information and link should be on the homepage.  It was also agreed that the ‘Scale of Charges’ for the Burial Ground should also be on the website, in the Parish Council section. 
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:   Cllr Gould 
ALLOTMENTS - Clerk reported that several attempts had been made to contact Veolia for support to ask for - ££ funding + supply of ProGrow – several answer-phone messages have been left but no response yet.  It was discussed and agreed that Clerk would continue to try this approach until mid November when the question would be escalated up through Veolia hierarchy. 
Action:  Clerk 
POND - Cllr Hopwood reported he and Hannah Houstin-Lacey had visited the archive at Winchester on Saturday 15 September to conduct research to see if Church claimed ownership of the land surrounding and including the Hill Farm Pond.  A report was provided which stated:-
Following the visit to Winchester and subsequent correspondence with the Diocese of Winchester, Angela Sweeny, Church’s Commissioners Dept. has verbally stated that the Church’s Commissioners Department believe they have no claim on this parcel of land and will confirm same in writing – letter should be received in the next few weeks.

AS also advised that we should ask for letters from the following people/departments:

Church’s Commissioners Department 
Richard Hawkins, Head of the Diocesan Property 

Lord Portsmouth

Bernard Cazenove 

The letter should clearly state that there is no claim to the land and there would be no objection to the PC registering the land for the village.  This would then allow an approach to the Land Registry without encumbrance.  

AS also mentioned it might be worth checking the Manorial Waste records and will ask their Research Assistant, Sally Jardine, to forward an email with information on how best to do this.  Unfortunately Sally can not undertake the work for us.  First step to establish the Manor and then check for records.

The Land Registry rejected our request for confirmation of ownership of Plot 102 – citing that our plan was not clear enough.

It was discussed and agreed that once the situation regarding the Diocese is clear, the Land Registry should be approached again, also it was discussed and agreed that Hannah HL would contact the Wildlife Trust to establish if they have any records of dew ponds in this area.
There followed discussions about whether restoration of Hill Farm Pond was desirable, accepting that it would involve considerable work and expense.  At this point, the Chairman consulted the audience and responses were mixed, and it was agreed to ask Ellisfield residents for their views in the forthcoming newsletter. 
Action:  Clerk
It was also discussed whether there are any benefits in registering the pond as Common Land and whether there would be any Health & Safety implications, also whether if this was not done, could any other person(s) claim it – adjacent landowner/travellers?

	
	

	iv.
	Burial Ground: Cllr Cazenove
Following discussions at the last meeting, copies of revised ‘Scale of Charges’ was distributed to all Councillors and it was agreed that these should be put on the website and mentioned in the forthcoming newsletter.  It was also agreed to revise the Burial ground Regulations to include a proviso stating unattended graves would be tidied-up each autumn. 
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	v.
	Environment:   Cllrs Taplin and Swanston
Clerk reported there had been several trees down in Furzen Lane & Green Lane – these had been reported to Seumas Foster who is managing Adrian Ferranti’s farmland.

KIT LANE LEAK – Mrs Robinson of Cooper’s farm has sent an email to the Clerk confirming they have had the soakaway cleaned out and they had been advised this should solve the problem of foul water leaking into Kit Lane.  Cllr Hopwood agreed to check. 
Action:  Cllr Hopwood

	
	

	vi.
	Swing:   Cllr Gould 

Clerk reported that the new BDBC system of monthly reports had faltered and reports had not been received for September or October. Clerk to contact Ian Harris @ BDBC. 
Action: Clerk
Cllr Gould confirmed he had continued to carry out his weekly tests and there had been no problems.

	
	

	vii.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Cllr Hopwood reported that the Neighbourhood Watch meeting on Friday 05 October had been a great success; attendance was good and, in general, awareness has been raised as well as further interest and enthusiasm stirred in relation to new initiatives, and the benefits of a proactive scheme.  It was clear from the presentation given by Hampshire Constabulary that it is essential to work with the police in the fight against crime.  Sgt Brearey gave an overview of Operation Shutout outlining the importance of being neighbourly and reporting anything that seems suspicious.
It was discussed and agreed that crime prevention information from the Police and other Neighbourhood Watch information would be added to the Welcome Pack for new residents.

	
	

	viii.
	Memorial Hall:   Nothing to report - there had been no meeting of The Memorial Hall Committee since the last EPC meeting.

	
	

	ix.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:  
Clerk reported that following the last BDAPTC meeting there had been many emails in circulation regarding Rural Traffic Calming.

	
	


	6.
	Affordable Housing:   Cllr Taplin signed the register, declaring a personal interest but was not required to retire as discussions were restricted to a report from the working party and ‘Open Forum’.

The Chairman reported that since the meeting arranged with David Askew and David Seaman, Hastoe’s architect had been cancelled, he had made several attempts to rearrange the meeting. David Askew had been very busy and agreed to contact Cllr Guinness to re-schedule at the end of October, when his workload would be lighter.
In the meantime, the Chairman confirmed that he had spoken to John Leek (Leader of B&DDC Council), in August/September about the situation and asked whether, in the light of the HARAH/Hyde nexus, there would be a problem if we came forward with a scheme involving Hastoe.  John Leek then spoke to Mike Shepherd and rang back to say there wouldn’t be a problem. 

The Chairman confirmed that after speaking to David Askew he felt it would be appropriate to speak to Mike Shepherd; he confirmed that they would have no problem with working with Hastoe so long as Hastoe financed on their balance sheet (which is what David Askew is proposing).  This conversation was followed up with an email outlining the scheme and a copy of Giorgio Framalico’s letter written following a tour of possible other sites in the village he made with the Chairman & Clerk. 
To recap:

· We are working up a scheme to build 4 new affordable housing units next to Farrier’s Field an existing 7 unit affordable housing development.

· Lord Portsmouth has offered the land as a gift.
· We would like to work with HASTOE, who have indicated they will do it without recourse to Housing Corporation Funding.
· We have been very impressed by Hastoe’s approach to visual design and sustainability.
· David Askew from Hastoe will be making contact to discuss the development.

It was discussed and agreed that information about how the project is progressing would be included in the forthcoming newsletter.

	
	


	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	The Clerk notified meeting that Becky Swanston had resigned her position of ‘Litter Picker.’ It was discussed and agreed that she had done an outstanding job and that an advertisement should be placed in forthcoming newsletter.
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated and updated copies were distributed at the meeting. The following items were discussed:

	
	BDBC
Review of housing points scheme and changes to the definition of ‘local connection’ Clerk to arrange copies for all Councillors.
Hampshire Alliance for Rural Affordable Housing & Idea Rural Excellence Programme; Learning Event Winchester Guildhall 16 Nov 07 9.30 – 15.00.  Clerk to attend.
Parish Grants & Precepts increased £1,070; requests to be in by 04 January 2008.
Community Action Hampshire

Creating a Sustainable Village Learning Event Wednesday 24 October 9.30 – 3.30 – Shawford Parish Hall Nr Winchester.  Cllr Hopwood & Clerk to attend.
HAPTC
Affordable Housing Workshop Evening; Tuesday 13th November at Littleton Memorial Hall, near Winchester. 6.30 – 9.30pm.  Cllrs Cazenove, Gould and Clerk to attend   

	
	

	 8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report (see Appendix 1).  Report noted and approved.

	
	

	
	

	9.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent:

	
	

	
	A draft copy of forthcoming newsletter was circulated and discussed; to be reviewed and re-circulated to Councillors before printing and distribution (early November).

	
	

	10.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting.  Monday 03 December 2007.  2008/09 BUDGET to be agreed; Chairman, Cllr Gould and Clerk to meet before and discuss.

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.17pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. There were no further discussions

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















