ELLISFIELD PARISH COUNCIL BURIAL GROUND - REGULATIONS

RIGHT OF INTERMENT

Right of interment is exclusive to persons living in Ellisfield at time of death or persons who have moved away due to age or infirmity, on payment of the fees as set out in the Scale of Fees.  Persons who have previously purchased an exclusive right of burial in a plot may be buried here but if they were not resident in Ellisfield at the time of death the fees will be twice the amount shown in the Scale of Fees.  Persons who lived in Ellisfield for at least five years but moved away for reasons other than age or infirmity and whose death occurs within one year of leaving Ellisfield, may also be buried here, on payment of twice the usual fee.  Due to lack of space, no further purchase of exclusive right of burial will be allowed.  Unless a space has been previously designated, all grave spaces will be allocated by the Parish Clerk.

Unconsecrated grave spaces are available for those persons not wishing to be buried in consecrated ground.

NOTICE OF INTERMENT

Reasonable notice of every interment must be given to the Parish Clerk and all fees paid prior to interment.

A Disposal Certificate from the Registrar of Deaths or the Coroner must be supplied to the Parish Clerk before interment takes place.  In the case of a stillborn child, the appropriate certificate under the Births and Deaths Registrations Act 1953 must be produced.

DEPTH AND DIGGING OF GRAVES

All graves will be dug and filled to the satisfaction of the Parish Clerk and will be the responsibility of the Funeral Director.  Please note that there is no gravedigger in Ellisfield.

No body shall be interred in a grave in such a manner that any part of the coffin is at a depth of less that three feet below the level surface of the ground of the grave space, nor shall the cremated remains of a body be interred in a grave in such a manner that any part of the casket is at a depth of less than one foot below the level of the ground of the grave space.

The minimum depth of a grave shall be four feet six inches for one interment, six feet for two interments and eight feet for three interments.

All single graves for an interment timed before 1pm and all double/triple graves for whatever time of interment, shall be dug 24 hours before the allotted time of the interment and the Parish Clerk informed when they are ready for inspection.  In all other cases the grave digging should be completed at least 4 hours before the time of interment. 

A body shall not be interred in an occupied grave unless the coffins are separated by at least six inches of earth and there shall be no disturbance of human remains.

No interment shall be allowed to proceed unless the grave conforms with the above regulations.

ERECTION OF MONUMENTS

A memorial approved by the Parish Council may be erected on an occupied grave.  Approval must be obtained before any memorial is erected, altered or removed.  No unauthorised markers or memorials may be placed on graves.

MAINTENANCE
Any person engaged in any work on graves or memorials in the Burial Ground shall take care not to damage paths, fences, gates, steps, grass or memorials and shall insure themselves against damage to themselves, the general public, the Parish Council and all private property.  
All rubbish, surplus earth and materials, tools, stone, boards or other detritus shall be removed from the Burial Ground immediately upon completion of the interment or erection of a memorial.  Any person or company failing to comply with these requirements shall, on demand, pay the Parish Council the whole of any consequent costs.

The Burial Board reserves the right that graves that have been unattended during the past year will receive some attention and be tidied up in the autumn. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Any person engaged in any work on graves or memorials in the Burial Ground shall inform themselves of the relevant regulations regarding safe working practices and shall at all times observe these regulations.  In particular, the Funeral Director should ensure that any contractors employed by them for the purpose of grave digging are aware of and observe such regulations. 
Burial Ground Regulations (October 2007)

