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	Minutes of a Meeting of Ellisfield Parish Council 

held in the Memorial Hall on Monday 10 September 2007

	

	Present

	Tim Guinness (Chairman)

Caroline Cazenove, Steven Gould, Peter Hopwood, Alison Swanston, Rose Taplin(Councillors)

Apologies: 

	

	In Attendance

	Jacqueline Matthews (Clerk)
PC Andy Reid

9 members of the public

	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence. Cllr Gould was unable to attend due to work commitments.


	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 02 July 2007. Agreed and signed as a true record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes (for which no relevant Agenda Item is listed below). None


	
	OPEN FORUM

PC Andy Reid reported that crime remained at the same level as in the same period last year – 3 crimes; these were Flytipping in Furzen Lane, a burglary in Bell Lane and an Arson offence in Green Lane fields. A Basingstoke man has been reported for the flytipping offence, BDBC are to prosecute, a youth has been arrested and cautioned for the arson offence. In addition, there was false burglar alarm activation in Bell Lane and a sudden death (not suspicious) at Fordham House. 
Several members of Bell Lane Action Group (BLAG) attended the meeting and there were discussions regarding the forthcoming Planning Appeal Meeting for Merritt’s Farm. It was reported that nearly 30 people from the village planned to attend, Mark Thomas would speak initially on behalf of BLAG and Tim Guinness would speak on behalf of all residents of Ellisfield. The main area of concern remained the potential increase in volume of traffic on roads leading to and through the village. The point was raised that it seemed sensible to work towards a compromise and that permission linked to a named user would be preferable to unrestricted permission.

	
	

	4.
	To receive an update on current Planning Applications and to consider any new Planning Applications

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report as follows:

	
	

	
	Application Number
	Details
	Parish Action
	Outcome

	
	BDB/63357 – APPEAL 

Merritt’s Farm
	Appeal against decision to refuse permission to relieve condition 1 of planning approval BDB/36229 to allow use of buildings as workshop and office by person or persons other than Mr Baker and Mr Clay
	Appeal Date 18 September at 10.00 am
	ONGOING

	
	BDB 61551 – APPEAL

Merritt’s Farm, Bell Lane
	Change of Use from Class B1 offices, research & development and light industrial use to Class B8 wholesale warehouse, distribution centres and repository use 
	“
	“ 

	
	BDB/66518 Sylven Lea, Green Lane, 
	Erection of a single storey side extension to workshop
	No Objection
	

	
	BDB/66660 3 Cannon Close, Green Lane, 
	Creation of a new vehicular access
	No Objection
	

	
	TCA 23339, The Walled Garden


	Notice of intent to fell 2 Macrocarpa Trees

	No Objection
	

	
	BDB/66518, BDB/66660 and TCA 23339: These applications had been received between meetings and councillors had reviewed them electronically, as there were no objections from other residents, it was agreed that the parish council had no objection to these applications.

	5.
	To receive a report and approve any action needed on:

	
	

	i.
	Highways:   Cllr Hopwood reported that despite recent correspondence and emails, there had been no further progress on Axford Road Traffic Calming and that funding for resurfacing Furzen Lane was not transferable to this project. It was discussed and agreed that Cllrs Guinness and Hopwood would arrange to go and meet Alison Quant, HCC Director of Environment, to discuss the matter further and try to make some progress. 
Action:  Cllrs Guinness & Hopwood
It was noted that Maria Miller is currently leading an ‘M3-Action campaign’ focusing on noise and congestion, linked to increases in house-building, resulting in drivers using villages as ‘rat runs’ to avoid congestion. Councillors signed her petition and it was discussed and agreed that the council would wait until all other approaches had been unsuccessful before involving MP, Maria Miller in the Axford Road Traffic Calming issue. 

	
	

	ii.
	Web Site:   Cllr Guinness 
Chairman commented that he receives quite a lot of ‘Spam’ email through BDBC server to Ellisfield.gov.uk email address; others agreed they had a similar experience. Clerk to raise the matter with BDBC through Parish Liaison Committee.
Action:  Clerk
It was discussed and agreed that it would be a good idea to put planning applications as they are received on Ellisfield website – notifying address and extent of application and providing a link to BDBC website, so people can view plans more easily; Clerk to liaise with Mark Thomas. 

Action:  Clerk

	
	

	iii.
	Land and Property:   Cllr Gould 
ALLOTMENTS - Clerk advised there is still no funding available from BDBC - sale of land in Churchill Way has still not gone ahead, therefore no funds released… During the summer months, the Ellisfield Allotment Diggers Association was formed, Chairman David Richards, Secretary Jenni Krauklis-Gould. Four plots have been marked out and some digging started. Clerk to contact Veolia to see if they are still willing to make a contribution.
Action:  Clerk
POND - Clerk reported Cllr Hopwood and Hannah Houstin-Lacey had scheduled a visit to the Records Office in Winchester on Saturday 15 September to research archives to see if the Church of England claimed ownership of the pond and surroundings.  Chairman commented that it seemed there could only be three potential owners; Portsmouth Estates and Brocas, both of whom say they don’t claim ownership and the C of E. If the Church claim ownership, they must prove it and if not, then it may well be Common Land in which case Ellisfield Parish Council would seek to register it. 
LOWER COMMON - Clerk reported that one goal post base-plate damaged on Saturday 10 September – goal posts had been removed and the ride on mower driven over the socket which was damaged so goal posts could not be replaced. Tony Matthews and Mark Lavender managed to dig out the damaged goal post base-plate and replace it with one of the new ones that came with the new goal posts when purchased. It was discussed and agreed that the area surrounding goal post should be re-seeded.
Action  Cllr Hopwood

	
	

	iv.
	Burial Ground: Cllr Cazenove reported that fencing and gate had been repaired at a cost of £70 Cllr Cazenove had paid this and needed to be reimbursed – see financial report.
Cllr Cazenove also reported that she and the Clerk had reviewed burial ground charges and made recommendations for increasing charges to cover running costs. These recommendations were discussed and increases agreed. See Appendix 2 
It was discussed and agreed that it was appropriate to make a policy decision regarding charges for children to avoid difficult discussions at time of death. See Appendix 2 
It was discussed and agreed that there should be a general tidy-up of the burial ground once a year; it was also suggested that graves that had been unattended during the past year would receive attention; the idea to be mentioned in the next Parish Newsletter to canvas response. It was agreed that ownership of the grave with the large shrub should be established to this end. 


Action:  Clerk

	
	

	v.
	Environment:   Clerk reported concerns had been raised about another sewage leak in Kit Lane. Clerk to contact Mrs Robinson of Coopers Farm. 
Action:  Clerk

	
	

	vi.
	Swing:   Clerk reported new BDBC system which involves all parish play areas being inspected on a weekly basis as part of the double-taxation initiative. A report is emailed outlining the extent of the problem and any action taken. No faults identified for Ellisfield to date.

	
	

	vii.
	Neighbourhood Watch:  Cllr Hopwood and Hannah Houstin-Lacey, Neighbourhood Watch Area Co-ordinator, confirmed that a Neighbourhood Watch ‘Get-together’ had been arranged for Friday 05 October at 7.00pm Ellisfield Memorial Hall. Mrs Lacey confirmed that she would arrange a meeting before 05/10, with Ellisfield area wardens; Roger Coleman, Jane Evans and Roger Graham to agree the best way to communicate information to residents. It was confirmed that PC Andy Reid would be joined by others from Hampshire Constabulary and members of Basingstoke and Deane NW Association to explain about new NW initiatives such as 'smart water', and to promote the ethos of the scheme in general, in the fight against crime.

	
	

	viii.
	Memorial Hall – Cllr Swanston confirmed the Annual Barbeque had made £321 profit and the raffle had raised another £158 towards funds. Next committee meeting Tuesday 25 September. Cllr Cazenove reminded the meeting that this year’s Christmas Bazaar would be held on Saturday 24 November at 2.00pm

	
	

	ix.
	Basingstoke District Association of Parish & Town Councils:   Clerk confirmed the date of next meeting is September 27th to be chaired by Cllr Martin Biermann in Martin Slatford’s absence.

	
	


	6.
	Affordable Housing

	
	Cllr Taplin signed the register, declaring a personal interest but was not required to retire as discussions were restricted to a report from the working party and ‘Open Forum’.
Chairman reported that not as much progress had been made as hoped as the scheduled meeting arranged with David Askew and David Seaman – architect was cancelled as architect unable to attend. Chairman confirmed that it was felt the meeting with the architect was vital in the decision to work with HASTOE as design of potential houses was crucial. (See email below)
TG has contacted David Askew since by email: 

Dear David,  Prior to getting this message from Jacqui, I by coincidence spoke last week to John Leek, Leader of the Conservatives on the Council and hence now leader of the Council. I asked him what the position would be if we came to the Development Committee with an exception scheme managed by Hastoe not Hyde given the HARAH arrangement. I explained that your intent was to fund the development initially on your own balance sheet and so we would not be approaching the Housing Corporation for funding (at least initially). He then came back to me with the following. He had spoken to Mike Shepherd Head of Housing. There would be no problem at all with this. (Subject to needs survey supporting the case etc)

We have as you may recall separately been in communication with the planners about the site and number of units and they – in the person of Giorgio Framalico, Head of Development Control – think the site and number of units make perfectly good sense. I could imagine that from the point of view of “meeting targets” and “keeping costs per unit down” a larger development might be preferred by Mr Shepherd and yourselves, but we, from a “fit for purpose” point of view, given the current size of Ellisfield (c110 houses of which 4 are general social housing; and 7 REC Affordable Housing) and our feel for the need from prior needs surveys feel 4 units is about the right number and the right number for this site.

I intend to give Mike Shepherd a call myself and offer to meet with him to explain our approach. I will tell him to expect a call also from you. 

However I would like to make the point that a key reason for our wanting to meet with your architect is that for us they would be a key reason for wanting to go with Hastoe. And until we’ve met we can’t get to that conclusion. I appreciate that he is busy and may not want to be diverted into a meeting on a “speculative” basis for such a small scheme so I’m happy to explore ways of meeting him that are as painless as possible. Does he come into the Basingstoke area from time to time? Does he come up to London? Could he meet with us at say 7pm one evening in Chichester (I think that’s where he’s based) etc.  Tim

Chairman and Clerk to arrange a meeting with David Askew and David Seamen before next Parish Council meeting. Chairman asked Cllrs to take photographs of any houses they thought attractive and a suitable design for affordable housing. 
Action:  All

	
	

	7.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Administration Matters

	
	

	
	Schedule of Incoming Mail:   Copies of this schedule had been previously circulated and updated copies were distributed at the meeting. The following items were discussed:

	
	BDBC

Review of Council’s ‘Streets for People, Roads for Cars’ traffic calming initiative. Response to BDBC requested seeking views on proposals and suggestions for sites for traffic calming. 

Leaflet providing a brief summary of the Council’s emerging Vision for central Basingstoke.

New Enforcement Policy Statement and Leaflet and Changes to Planning Applications Process

GOSE
(Government Office for South East)

The Report of the Examination in Public Independent Panel was published on 29 August 2007. It is being published for information only and representations are not invited on its recommendations.

HAPTC

New Code of Conduct - If Councils wish to adopt paragraph 12 (2) allowing councillors who have a prejudicial interest to make representations, only if members of the public have the same rights to make representations.
Need to discuss this and pass a resolution adopting new code, expressly including para 12 (2)…see item 9 below
HCC

Hampshire Downs Countryside Access Plan;  HCC are gathering information about the routes that people use to enjoy the countryside, to understand the extent and condition of the existing network and how people might like to see it improved.
If PC would like to be involved, maps and further info available.  Action:  Cllr Hopwood, NB ref Coopers farm to College Farm and Bedlam Bottom to Ellisfield

Details of CADDIE – new Crime and Disorder website…www.hantsiowcaddie.gov.uk  

MARIA MILLER MP

M3-Action Petition - Campaign to encourage Govt to invest locally, to reduce noise from motorway and improve traffic flow/avoid rat runs, All present signed petition. 

	
	

	 8.
	To receive a report from the Clerk on Financial Matters.

	
	

	
	The Clerk provided a written report (see Appendix 1). Report noted and approved.

	
	

	9.
	To discuss New Code of Practice for Councillors with a view to passing a resolution to adopt

	
	See BDAPTC Minutes for para (2)

	
	

	
	It was discussed and a resolution passed adopting the new code, expressly including para 12 (2).

	
	

	10.
	To discuss any matters which the Chairman considers urgent: None 

	
	

	11.
	To decide upon the date of the next Meeting. Monday 22 October and then Monday 03 December 

	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.50pm

	
	

	
	Open Forum. None 

	
	

	
	
Chairman ……………………………………………        Date ……….…..…………

















